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The Scottish Parliament

Holyrood

Edinburgh

EH99 1SP

[ Date   ]

Dear

Lipreading

At least three quarters of a million of people are hard of hearing and they rely on lipreading to support their communication.  I am one of them!

Lipreading is vital to me because without it I would struggle in communicating with my family, friends, colleagues and members of the general public.

Attending lipreading classes is a crucial part of my and other deafened and hard of hearing people’s rehabilitation.  Apart from giving me lipreading skills, this has helped me to build confidence to engage with others who have hearing loss and participate better in social activities.

I am concerned that in parts of Scotland, lipreading classes are closing down because of funding cuts or shortage of lipreading tutors or both.

Therefore, I urge you to ask the Scottish Government to do the following:

a) Fund lipreading classes as part of rehabilitation support to those with a diagnosis of hearing loss and monitor that audiology clinics ensure formal referral for patients to lipreading services;
b) Fund the establishment of a training of lipreading tutors course on a recurring basis to secure the future of lipreading classes in Scotland and establish a sustainable workforce able to support people with hearing loss and 
c) Support an awareness raising campaign of the benefits of lipreading classes and their whereabouts, recognising the “hard to reach” nature of this population.

Thanking you for your support

Yours sincerely

[ your name ]
