CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Campaigns Update for CPGD Meeting on 10th Sept 2008

Scottish Council on Deafness

· Petition PE808 - on 11th June 2008, the Health & Sports Committee invited the Health Minister (Shona Robison MSP) and officials from the Scottish Government to answer questions in relating to the petition.  After this, the Health & Sports Committee discussed and agreed to write to the Scottish Government outlining the main issues to have arisen from the evidence taken on mental health services for deaf and deafblind people and return to the issue when the Scottish Government has considered the forthcoming proposal for specialist in-patient services in Scotland, which is anticipated to be submitted in autumn 2008.  On this basis, the Committee agreed to close the petition.

· Mental Health – on 12th August 2008, SCoD was invited to attend a working afternoon with the Scottish Government Mental Health Division and representatives from several health boards.  Dr Margaret Du Feu also attended the meeting which had turned out to be a most productive one. Ideas were produced and discussed for a service model of a specialist deaf mental health service in Scotland.  Three NHS Health Boards expressed interest to host this service which would replicate all the services currently provided by the John Denmark Unit (but not forensic/secure services).  Watch this space!

· NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde – NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde’s Sensory Impairment & Mental Health Working Group met again on 28th August and more discussion took place on the proposed stakeholders’ event which would take place on 22nd September in Glasgow. 

· Access to Democracy – the Access to Democracy Project continues to make progress.  A series of Open Meetings will take place in September and October and the Project Co-ordinator will talk about the Project.  There will be a National Deaf Democracy Day in the Scottish Parliament on 9th October and it is hoped that MSPs will take this opportunity to meet deaf people.  A BSL DVD about the democratic processes and institutions is being produced. Plans are being made to deliver a Training of Trainers course in December 2008.  
· Policy & Research – Mandy Reid, Policy & Research Officer will also have her Open Meetings in the next few weeks and this will give her opportunity to meet local deaf people and hear about their local issues.
· Deaf Parenting UK – Sabina Iqbal is invited to speak to SCoD National Council on 29th October in Edinburgh.
· Transport – SCoD got in touch with the DPTAC (Disabled Passengers Transport Advisory Committee) about cruise holidays – a deaf couple’s cruise holiday was cancelled because a cruise ship refused to have them aboard because of their inability to hear tannoy announcements!

· Improving linguistic access to public services for Deaf BSL users

SCoD and SASLI are working together to raise awareness about the need to use registered interpreters within local authorities, public services and the NHS. The campaign is taking a two-fold approach – bottom up and top down. The “bottom up” approach has begun by taking a motion through the different committee stages of the T&G Section of Unite (trade union) and it has now reached regional level. The same approach is to be taken with the Amicus Section of Unite. The “top down” approach is being considered at present. More information will be available at the next Cross Party Group meeting and in the SCoD Bulletin.

CACDP
· New strategy - CACDP has recently launched a new strategic plan 2008-11, the key aims of which are to:

· Raise awareness of deaf people and communication in our society

· Improve access to language and communication

· Increase availability and attractiveness of CACDP qualifications

· Develop new and improve existing products and services

· Improve support measures for teachers and assessors

· Achieve more by being an efficient organisation

· Provide excellent customer care across the UK

The new strategy and CACDP’s Annual Review 2007 can now be downloaded from the CACDP website at www.cacdp.org.uk 

· The future of registration – Over the last year, independent consultants have been reviewing the CACDP/IRP LSP registration process. Some recommendations of the consultant’s report are:

· To achieve greater recognition of the place and value of registration.
· To have one body dealing with all aspects of registration. 
· To remove the fee for access to the Directory, making information freely available to service users. 
· To introduce Continuing Professional Development (CPD) as soon as is practicable, as a condition of continuing registration.
· To make registration more attractive to professionals.
· To work more closely with professional bodies.
The recommendations have been fully supported and work has already begun to address some of the issues. Further detailed information and plans will be circulated to LSPs and CACDP stakeholders later in September.

· Registration for Deaf Professionals - Since the end of 2007, CACDP has held a small number of meetings to look at the roles Deaf people are currently undertaking in the interpreting field and other professions and to propose ways forward towards the development of appropriate qualifications and registration categories. The following 3 types of roles were identified:

· Two-way interpreting i.e. interpreter working from a sign language other than BSL e.g. ISL or ASL.  The IRP’s remit at the present time is BSL/English.  This could be adapted to include ISL/BSL or ASL/BSL.  
· One-way translation/interpreting – e.g. scrolling (autocue) or static English text to BSL.

· BSL to Modified/Moderated BSL i.e. Deaf people working as language modifiers.   This would include from BSL into another variation of BSL for Deaf people with visual impairment, atypical language use, health problems or who are non-fluent users of BSL.  

Work is continuing in all three areas. 

· Sensory Impairment Awareness – In 2006, the Scottish Government, as part of its commitment to implementing the Sensory Impairment Action Plan, funded CACDP, Deafblind Scotland and the National Federation for the Welfare of the Blind to develop a one-day training course in basic Sensory Impairment Awareness for social care staff in Scotland. The training pack was piloted in 2007, however due to a lack of further funding to train trainers and roll-out the new training, the project has still to meet its aim of ensuring that ‘people in social care have a greater understanding of all 3 areas of sensory impairment, and have clear signposting to the right sources and level of training for those who require it’. As a result, CACDP has proposed to develop the training pack into an e-learning package, which will then be accessible to everyone working in social care throughout the country. CACDP is working with Robert Gordon University in the development of the resource, which will ‘go live’ in February/March 2009.

Scottish Course to Train Tutors of Lipreading
At present the negotiations with Queen Margaret University (QMU) are at an advanced stage.  However, there has been an unexpected delay in the verification process and we are awaiting closure in this.  

We have had two successful rounds of interviews and had hoped to run the course this year from September however; this will now be postponed to a later date and we run the risk of losing our prospective students.  

Also, the SCTTL is at the moment completely unfunded.  We have been trying unsuccessfully to secure long term core funding from Health, as we believe that lipreading and lipreading classes are a very real part of the rehabilitative process and therefore sit best in this area.  

We are confident that the verification delay will be resolved in the near future and we will have a university-backed course to offer our students.  The backing will of course make the SCTTL a more viable study option for future candidates and this can only better the overall situation of lipreading and lipreading classes in Scotland where many of the existing tutors are contemplating their retirement. 

However, the Course to train tutors will not run if funding cannot be secured.  

This will mean that the only course of its kind in Scotland will cease to be and as a direct result the number of lipreading classes will fall even further.  There are already a number of areas in Scotland where there is no provision for lipreading and with no new tutors being trained, this situation is unlikely to improve.

LINK Scotland

Awareness - The LINK national convention will be held on 27th Sept 2008, Imperial College London. This year’s convention looks at the different types of communication support available for people living with an acquired hearing loss. The convention is a chance to focus on LSPs and the service they offer, particularly issues like how we can make this more widely available and better known in the UK. For more info or to register please see www.linkdp.org
PACES - Promotion of Access to Communication in English in Scotland.  This project is now finished and the final report was made available to the BSL & LAWG at their last meeting. 

Services - LINK Self Management programme has recently concluded in Edinburgh. We currently are taking referrals for our next Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness courses to be delivered 2008/09

Volunteer Development and Recruitment - 
We are currently in the process of recruiting a Volunteer Manager for Scotland to be responsible for volunteer development and recruitment.

NDCS Scotland

· Early Years framework for Deaf Children:  NDCS Scotland continued this campaign by briefing MSPs who supported Mary Mulligan MSP’s motion S3M-1860: Getting it Right for Every Child in the last session ahead of the Scottish Government debate on the Getting it Right for Every Child Framework on Thursday 4th September.  As a result, during the debate, Marlyn Glen MSP raised our call for national guidance for multi-agency professionals working with deaf children and their families in the Early Years.  NDCS has also written to the Minister for Children & Early Years and the Early Years Programme Managers in the Scottish Government and at COSLA to highlight Mary Mulligan’s motion, and the cross party support it has received from 38 MSPs.

· Data on Deaf Children:  NDCS Scotland will be launching a campaign to ask the Scottish Government to collect accurate data on the number of deaf children in Scotland on Thursday 18th September 2008.  We will be parking the Listening Bus in Holyrood Car Park, opposite the Scottish Parliament, on that day, and are inviting MSPs to come and meet with deaf children and their parents to launch the campaign!

· Bilateral Cochlear Implants:  NDCS Scotland has been working in partnership with RNID, both at Scotland and UK level, to support Scottish parents who wish the option of bilateral cochlear implants for their profoundly deaf child on the NHS.  As a result of our lobbying at national level, in partnership with other UK charities representing deaf and hard of hearing people, the National Institute of Clinical Excellence recently issued guidance recommending the provision of bilateral cochlear implants for pre lingual deaf children in England and Wales.  NDCS, RNID and the Convener of the CPG Deafness are scheduled to meet with the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing on the 17th September 2008 to discuss the possibility of similar provision on the NHS in Scotland.   

BDA Scotland

Friendship Cup - The BDA Scotland is organising a new Football Tournament: “Friendship Cup” which will be held in the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow on the weekend of 29th & 30th November. This will involve 60 five-a-side football teams made up of Deaf and Hearing boys and girls from age 11 to 30. 

 The focus of this tournament is:

a) To promote Cultural Integration between Deaf and Hearing youths

b) To encourage wellbeing through sport, healthy eating and exercise.

c) To raise Social Awareness and promote Social Inclusion

d) To encourage participation and improve self confidence through Sport and Social Interaction.

e) To Fundraise for the charity and the youth teams involved 

Scottish Youth Parliament - Our youth workers are introducing young deaf people into politics and advocacy, getting them involved with the Scottish Youth parliament. One young Deaf youth has already been to the SYP’s AGM in June and two other youths will be attending their next weekend in Aberdeen on the 15th & 16th November 2008

Hopefully this will lead to the first ever Deaf BSL youth being involved and ultimately being elected to the Scottish Youth Parliament, thus giving the young Deaf Community a voice in their society.

Learn to Sign Week - This will be held during October 6th to 12th.  Schools are being encouraged to get involved and allow their pupils and staff to learn BSL online.  This year the event is being supported by M & D’s theme park.  Promotional letters have been sent to all the Scottish schools and the response has been very promising.

Slovakia exchange trip - Our youth workers organised a Cultural exchange trip with Slovakia.  A group of 9 Deaf youths visited Slovakia in July and a return trip was arranged during August when 12 Deaf Slovakians youths visited Scotland.

Both groups of youths enjoyed themselves as they learnt about each other’s culture, politics and the issues that affect them.

New CEO at the BDA – The BDA appointed Simon Wilkinson-Blake as new CEO of the BDA. His focus will be to develop campaign strategy and membership working. He will also work with SMT in completing the recovery process of the BDA and move forward.

RNID Scotland

· Bilateral Cochlear Implants:  NDCS Scotland has been working in partnership with RNID, both at Scotland and UK level, to support Scottish parents who wish the option of bilateral cochlear implants for their profoundly deaf child on the NHS.  As a result of our lobbying at national level, in partnership with other UK charities representing deaf and hard of hearing people, the National Institute of Clinical Excellence recently issued guidance recommending the provision of bilateral cochlear implants for pre lingual deaf children in England and Wales.  NDCS, RNID and the Convener of the CPG Deafness are scheduled to meet with the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing on the 17th September 2008 to discuss the possibility of similar provision on the NHS in Scotland.   

· RNID Scotland has been running our “Don’t Lose the Music Campaign” to include noise at work and we have been running a media campaign and are hosting a corporate event to promote this camping on 3 October in Glasgow.

· We have appointed a new Communications manager and policy/ research officer to increase our campaigning work in Scotland.

