CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Campaigns and Activities Update for CPGD Meeting on 17/03/10

Scottish Council on Deafness

· BSL Bill – met with Cathie Craigie MSP to discuss the consultation process
· Working with NHS 24 to improve deaf people’s access to their services and on the EDIA Working Group
· Met with a representative from Scottish Police College re deaf awareness raising and training
· Attended the NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde MI SI Working Group meetings and the stakeholders’ follow up event on 1st March.
· Meeting with GROS re census questions
· Corresponded with Scottish Centre for Social Research re statistics
· Working with SIAA on mapping work on independent advocacy for deaf people
· Attended a training day organised for the Independent Living in Scotland Core Reference Group
· Attended the Scottish Government’s Equality Bill Roundtable
· Attended Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance and Transport Scotland meetings 
· Attended the BT Scotland Parliamentary Surgery in January
· Attended SCoD’s Access to Democracy event where Cathie Craigie gave a presentation
· Produced information sheets for politicians
· Working with SIAA, Choose Life and Samaritans on review of suicide prevention strategy in voluntary sector
· Involved in the Scottish Government “Active in the Community” volunteering briefing paper for Ministers
· Took part in research  about the use of FOI in the voluntary sector 
· Consultations – SCoD responded to the following:
1. BBC Alba consultation – move to Freeview from Pay 2 View.

2. Debt Arrangement Scheme

3.  Public Information Notices – move to online portal from newspapers

4.  Public Sector Equality Duty
5. EHRC consultation on inquiry on disability harassment
6.  NHS TICS

7.  Living and Dying Well in Lothian – palliative care

8.  Non-lawyer will writing 

9.  Protecting Vulnerable Groups (8 papers) –

· Draft guidance

· Scottish Statutory Instruments

·  Regulations and Impact Assessment

10. NHS GG&C Equalities Scheme 2009 – 2013

11. EHRC Codes of Practice and Guidance (6 papers) – to be finished

12. Self Directed Support Strategy – to be finished

13. Social Care Procurement – to be finished

14. Referendum Bill  -  access,  access, access!
· SCoD continuing research work on the social work skills audit, access to evening and leisure classes, older people and informed consent for deaf people.
Signature
Since the last CPG, we have been working closely with partners, such as SCoD, to continue to work towards a BSL bill.  We believe that this can be achieved in the next Scottish parliamentary session.  In addition, we are currently working towards our 2011 election manifesto, much of which will chime with the current campaigning activities of our organisations.

RNID Scotland

· We had a successful presence at the Scottish Conservative Party Conference. We promoted our Hearing Matters campaign by carrying out hearing checks at our exhibition stand and we met with several MSPs.

· We also had a successful presence at the Scottish Liberal Democrat Party Conference where again, we promoted Hearing Matters and carried out hearing checks at our exhibition stand.  We had a lot of interest from delegates including party leader, Tavish Scott MSP. We also had a joint fringe meeting with RNIB Scotland on the Patients’ Rights Bill with Michael Moore MP chairing and Ross Finnie MSP, Lib Dem Health Spokesperson on the panel.

· RNID Scotland also had a presence at the COSLA conference where councillors and council staff were queuing up to take our free hearing check.

· We did a briefing for the Scottish Government debate on Attendance Allowance which was picked up by MSPs

· We met with NHS Information Services Division to discuss audiology waiting times

· We promoted our Don’t Lose the Music campaign and hearing check at the Celtic Connections festival in Glasgow where we attracted a lot of interest.

· We did press work with the Scottish Ambulance Service to promote the SMS emergency text service 
· We attended various events including the Scottish Government consultation event on the UK Equality Bill 
· Consultations we responded to:

· Health Rights Information Scotland: Workplan Questionnaire
· Joint response with NDCS on the ASL Acts 2004 and 2009: Consultation on changes to the secondary legislation and supporting children's learning code of practice
· North Lanarkshire Council's Inclusion Toolkit
· NHS Education for Scotland: Volunteering Policy
· Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty Specific Duties
· NHS 24: EDIA Emergency dental services
· DDA HMP prison Peterhead
· NHS Lothian: Living and Dying Well in Lothian
· Scottish Government: Glasgow College merger
· Scottish Government: Fire safety for small bed and breakfast
· Strathclyde Fire and Rescue: Integrated risk management planning
· We also sent a briefing to health boards on including people who are deaf or hard of hearing in volunteering as part of their work in achieving Investing In Volunteers by 2011
· Forthcoming: we will be publishing four new RNID Scotland reports this spring on mental health, lipreading and access to health; we will be having a presence at the SNP and Labour Party Conferences in March; and we are carrying out checks on loop systems in Glasgow and Falkirk as part of our Communications Rights campaign.

BDA Scotland 
Strathclyde Police employs a system of Third Party Reporting to allow members of the public to report Racist/Homophobic/Transphobic incidents without direct initial contact with a Police Officer.

Hate Crime Policy Officer Lynn Jolly, along with Inspector Eleanor Kelly from the Strathclyde Police Diversity Unit, attended the BDA offices in February and provide training to staff and we are delighted to have become a Third Party Reporting centre. Members of the public can access the BDA on a Tuesday and a Thursday between 10am and 4pm

Strathclyde Police also have an online reporting facility whereby anyone can access the Strathclyde Police website and report a hate crime direct: https://www.strathclyde.police.uk/hatecrimeform/
As part of the Interpreter Training program sponsored by the Scottish Government, SASLI asked the BDA to create 60 video clips, accompanied by English scripts, to reflect regional variations and the differing gender and linguistic features of people of a variety of ages, ethnic backgrounds and special language needs.  

In October and November 2009, Avril Hepner, the BDA’s Director of BSL, recruited Deaf people from all over Scotland to take part in filming in Glasgow. Filming took several days, and those involved enjoyed the experience of sharing personal stories about doctors’ surgeries, hospitals, social services/local councils, the police, employment, education, holidays and foreign exchanges. 

Avril Hepner said of the filming; “The BDA is delighted to work in partnership with SASLI because we have strong links and engagement with the Deaf community in Scotland. We would like to thank SASLI and the Scottish Government for giving us the opportunity to develop resources for BSL/English interpreters. We hope this will help improve interpreters’ receptive skills, and have a wide understanding of regional sign variations in Scotland.”

It is with regret that the BDA announced the resignation of their National Projects Manager, Richard Jones; he has been an invaluable, industrious and conscientious member of staff and will be sadly missed by all the BDA Staff and Board of Trustee Members. Richard is wished every success in his future career
Scottish Youth Deaf Association (SYDA)

Six unemployed youth members of the BDA ~ Scotland have just returned from a worthwhile and educational visit to Bulgaria.  They volunteered to work for the Bhagavat project. This project runs for 2 weeks and was based in a classroom supporting orphaned kids with additional learning needs. The young people taking part (including the youth leaders), painted walls, made furniture, interacted with the children and most importantly improved the living conditions of the orphans
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Apart from supporting the children, the young adults also took part in careers seminars and vocational training. This part of the project help the group identifies their strengths and weaknesses, improve their confidence and gave them practical life skills.

The Bhagavat Educational Trust was founded in 1997 and its activities include the furtherance of education and the general relief of poverty; and the project in Bulgaria, called “Help today Hope tomorrow” began in 2002 and it has affected mostly four institutions for children with physical and mental disabilities. 

The SYDA attended the recent meeting of the Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) in Coatbridge where the new focus and direction of the SYP was unveiled and discussed.

Some of the key policy included the SYP underpinning Scottish Government’s National and International commitments to Young people through: 

· National Performance Framework 

· United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 
· Curriculum For Excellence
To achieve the key policies the SYP have developed 5 new impact areas:
· Diverse  Representation

· Affecting Change 

· Positive about Young people

· Developing Leaders

· Celebrating Democracy
The SYDA are pleased to be involved in supporting these new initiatives which will benefit the Young adults of Scotland.
NDCS Scotland

· Pilot records of deaf children:  NDCS Scotland is a member of the Implementation Group working with the Scottish Government and representatives from the two pilot sites – NHS Lothian and NHS Tayside.  A project scoping paper has been produced, and we are now working with the public health consultants for the pilot sites and the National Audiology Manager to develop the online system which will capture the data.  We expect the data collection process to begin in April 2010.  

· Additional Support for Learning for deaf children:  NDCS Scotland responded to the consultation on the ASL Code of Practice and secondary legislation on 8th January 2010.  NDCS Scotland also continues to sit on the Scottish Government’s task group, chaired by HMIe, to consider the impact of the ASL act on deaf pupils in Scotland.  We led a focus group with HMIe on the needs of deaf pupils on January 21st in Edinburgh, focusing on the processes of identification, assessment, meeting needs and looking at academic and social outcomes for deaf children and young people.  The Task Group will be presenting a report to Scottish Ministers in September 2010.   

· Early Years:  Our work with the Scottish Sensory Centre to develop national guidance for multiagency professionals working with deaf children in the early years continues.  Work is ongoing to develop a DVD on developing early communication through play, and quality standards for early years services, with an accompanying self assessment Quality Rating Tool. 

· Paediatric Audiology Quality Improvement Process:  Following the publication of Scotland’s first ever quality standards for paediatric audiology in April 2009, services have been assessed since September 2009.  NDCS Scotland staff members are on the assessors team, and results will be available online in early 2010.    
· Social Care Services for deaf children:  NDCS has published research on access to social care services for deaf children and their families in England.  The results are alarming:  46% of local authorities surveyed do not employ social workers with specialist skills in working with deaf children and their families, and 60% of local authorities don’t view deaf children as ‘children in need’, despite the law clearly stating that they are.  CPG members can read the BBC coverage of our report here:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8534660.stm
· Mental Health:  NDCS was delighted to attend the first meeting of SCOD’s short term working group on deaf children and mental health.  Since the start of 2010, we have also had a positive meeting with the Scottish Government lead on CAMHS services and delivered a successful training course for professionals working with deaf children on our Healthy Minds resource, feedback for which has been excellent. 

· Scottish Minority Deaf Children’s Society (SMDCS):  NDCS Scotland is delighted to announce the formation of our newest affiliated group.  Building on the work of our Supporting BME families of deaf children in Glasgow project, the SMDCS has now been formed by a dynamic group of parents from BME communities to provide peer support and regular opportunities for families to meet.   Whilst the majority of members currently live in the Glasgow area, the group of volunteers, who speak a number of community languages between, have big plans to reach out to families across Scotland: http://www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/support_in_your_area/local_groups/find_a_local_group/scotland/scottish_min_dcs.html 

· School Acoustics – Case Studies wanted:  NDCS Scotland is concerned that many schools in Scotland are not being built to an acoustic standard which supports a deaf child’s access to learning.  We are looking for case studies of schools with both excellent acoustic environments, and not so excellent acoustic standards.  If any members of the CPG have examples to share with us, we’d love you to get in touch.
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