CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Campaigns Update for CPGD Meeting on 11/03/09

Scottish Council on Deafness

· Mental Health – on 9th January the Scottish Government held a meeting at which representatives from NHS health boards, Regional Planning Groups, NHS Scotland’s National Services Division, British Society for Mental Health and Deafness and SCoD attended. Dr Margaret DeFeu, Consultant Psychiatrist also attended.  They discussed the draft business case, which will then be discussed at a meeting of Regional Planning Groups on 19th February.  It was encouraging to note at the meeting that the Scottish Government had reiterated its commitment to develop a national mental health service for deaf people in Scotland, though no definite date was given.

SCoD also attended a meeting of NHS Greater Glasgow Mental Health SI (Sensory Impairment) Steering Group on 11th February to discuss deaf and deafblind people’s access to local mental health services.

· Recording information on hearing loss – SCoD had written to NHS Information Services Division, asking if the ISD Data Development Programme’s steering group had considered our request to include recording information on hearing loss in their work plan for 2009/10 at their recent meeting.  

· Health – SCoD and Deaf Connections attended a meeting with NHS Health Scotland to discuss how deaf people can access health information online. NHS Health Scotland is keen to set up a similar website to the one for Polish people.   SCoD is meeting NHS 24 to discuss access for deaf people.  

· Transport – SCoD and Deafblind Scotland attended a recent meeting of Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance in Camelon.  There were two presentations a) London Taxi International about the DfT consultation on Access to Taxis and b) First Scotrail about a new fleet of trains to operate Ayrshire and Inverclyde services.  

SCoD was recently invited to join the Roads for All Forum.

· Scottish Political Party Conferences - Lilian Lawson, SCoD Director has kindly accepted Signature’s invitation to join their staff at their exhibition stand at the Scottish Labour Party Conference in Dundee on 6th and 7th March 2009.

Mandy Reid, SCoD Policy & Research Officer, will attend the Scottish Liberal Democratic Conference in Perth on 13th to 15th March.

· BSL Bill – SCoD, BDA Scotland and NDCS Scotland attended a working group meeting with Kirsty Connell to discuss drafting and producing a consultation document and launching this document in early autumn.

· Counselling Awareness Project – there had been several counselling awareness training days taking place in February and March 2009.  More of this will be planned for the second half of this year.  Two counselling training pathways days are being organised to take place in Dundee and Glasgow.

· Access to Democracy Project – 14 deaf and deafblind people were recruited and trained to deliver democracy workshops.  A number of events in the Scottish Parliament have been organised, for example, guided tours in May and June 2009.

· Consultations – SCoD submitted responses to the following consultations: a) Patients’ Rights Bill b) Regulation of Bus Services Bill and c) Proposed Palliative Care (Scotland) Bill and d) Recovery of Expenditure for Provision of Social Care consultation.

· Research – Freedom of Information requests were made to all the Councils in Scotland and to the Scottish Prison Service asking for information about deaf offenders/prisoners and their mental health. The report will be taken forward by the SCoD Mental Health Task Group as it has highlighted several issues that need to be addressed.

British Deaf Association (Scotland)
During March and early April, supported by the Scottish Government, the British Deaf Association’s Scottish Office will be hosting a series of free events.  These will include BSL Awareness raising sessions; the provision of BSL Cultural Awareness through living history & social inclusion; consultation with the Deaf Community to ensure Deaf people know more about citizenship and the BSL Act to allow them to become effective contributors and responsible citizens.

The first of these events will take place on Saturday March 14th in Glasgow to celebrate the momentous victory of March 18th 2003 and the recognition of BSL as a language. There will a family friendly afternoon session and an adult only evening session filled with many of the Cultural aspects of BSL.  There will be signed poetry and workshops, including the poems of Dot Miles, storytelling, workshops and much more.

This event will take place in Grahamstons, 6-8 Waterloo Street, Glasgow (near Central Station) with the afternoon Session running from 1pm to 5pm and the evening Session from 7pm to late.

 

On March 27th in Glasgow and on 20th March in Edinburgh there will be two BSL Quiz nights to promote and/or teach about Deaf History.  These events will target the integration of Deaf and hearing to encourage a greater understanding of Deaf Culture and help remove some of the communication barriers that exist and cause isolation and exclusion for Deaf people. Event details can be found on the BDA’s website.

Following the three integrated events there will be a series of training workshops for Deaf BSL users to provide a better understanding of the BSL Act; to seek the Deaf Communities views on the Act and also to create an effective relationship with the BSL Linguistics Access Working Group for Scottish Government. There will also be a consultation day and workshop with the BSL users about Citizenship & the Deaf Community.

The dates of the training days have to be confirmed and will be available on the BDA’s website. The training days will be held in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Inverness & Dundee.

Scottish Youth Deaf Association (SYDA)

The SYDA will be holding a series of open drop-ins on a Friday night in our offices in Hope St from 6.30pm to 8pm starting from 6th February.  The first week included a workshop on money advice supported by the Calouste Gulbenkian Trust.  The young people will be offered practical advice and also be encouraged to set their own agenda for future sessions.

Having been involved over the past few months with the Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) the BDA Scotland is delighted that one of the SYDA members is now in the process of joining the SYP as an active participant and will be able to take forward the views of the younger members of the Deaf Community and give them a voice.

(see addendum at bottom of this update)

NDCS Scotland

· NDCS Scotland Campaigns Webpages are now live!!  Take a look:  http://www.ndcs.org.uk/about_us/campaigns/scotland/index.html
· Bilateral Cochlear Implants – Following our lobbying on this issue last year, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing has now confirmed that bilateral cochlear implants will be available to all severe to profoundly deaf children who would benefit from them in Scotland bringing us into line with England and Wales.

· Additional Support for Learning Act:  NDCS Scotland has been continuing to brief MSPs around the passage of the Additional Support for Learning Amendment Bill.  We have been working jointly with other children’s charities to brief on general amendment opportunities, and briefing separately on the specific additional support for learning needs of deaf children.  Following our evidence to the Education Committee, the Minister has confirmed that he is minded to accept amendments to introduce the right for parents to make an assessment request at any time, for tribunals to specify a start date for a placing request, and for tribunals to consider placing requests to special schools for all children with additional support for learning needs, regardless of whether a CSP is in place.  We are continuing to lobby around access to additional support outside the classroom, data collection on children with additional support for learning needs, transitional support for deaf children (from pre-school to primary; primary to secondary, and secondary school to post school destinations), early years support for deaf children to be a statutory requirement, and better information to parents on their rights under the Act. 

· Early Years:  NDCS Scotland briefed MSPs ahead of the Scottish Government debate on Early Years Framework on 5th February, and Mary Mulligan MSP raised our calls for nationa best practice guidance for multi-agency professionals working with deaf children in the early years.  We are continuing our work with the SSC Working Group on Early Years, and the Paediatric Sub Group of the Audiology Services Advisory Group to research best practice across Scotland to influence services and advise Government.   As mentioned above, we are also using the review of the ASL Act to push for a duty on local authorities to provide early years support, underpinned by best practice guidance.

· Pick a Number!: NDCS Scotland’s campaign for better data collection on deaf children continues, and we have now collated the results of our MSP and MP survey of the number of deaf children in their constituencies.  21 Scottish MPs and MSPs sent letters and as a result we have now identified 1,307 deaf children across 18 local authorities and 1,187 deaf children across 5 NHS boards.  Remember, the annual school pupil census records under 1,000 deaf children across all 32 local authorities. We are therefore starting to build an accurate picture of the current number of deaf children out there, and responses are trickling in from our FoI requests.   As a direct result of our campaign, one of the largest NHS Boards in Scotland has approached NDCS with a view to setting up a pilot register of deaf children.
Scottish Course to Train Tutors of Lipreading

The Scottish Course to Train Tutors of Lipreading (SCTTL) remains unfunded and we are still in the unfortunate position of being unable to either advance further with our proposed move to Queen Margaret University or to run a course for the 2008/09 session. We are also advancing towards a cut off for running a course in 2009/10!

We desperately require funding to continue.  We are still aiming to run the course in 2009/10 and our proposed intake of students is not only supportive of us, but is intending to study in the 09/10 session.  However, this is all very much dependant on our funding status.  

We are the only course of this type in Scotland and with the number of lipreading classes throughout Scotland dwindling, we urgently need to be training new tutors to take on existing classes and to provide essential rehabilitative classes in previously un-catered for areas.  With approximately one in five of the Scottish population with a hearing loss, the lack of available lipreading classes is a very real unmet need.  With no course to train tutors available this can only continue to become more of an issue.

Therefore, the SCTTL, are endeavoring to raise awareness of what lipreading is and how it can aid the rehabilitation of a hard of hearing person.  We are making in-roads to a postcard campaign, raising awareness through Audiology and Social services and starting an on line petition to save the SCTTL and Lipreading classes in Scotland.

We have had a great deal of interest from the BBC, STV, Channels 4 and 5 who have suggested many possible media including, the making of a documentary series.  Various national radio stations have expressed an interest in the advertising of lipreading too.  

RNID Scotland

· Launch of RNID’s campaign, Hearing Matters, which is calling for hearing loss to be identified and treated at the earliest opportunity and for the Scottish Government to introduce a hearing screening programme for everyone over the age of 55.

· Had a very successful meeting with Nicola Sturgeon MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Health and Well Being to brief her on our campaign

· Iain Gray MSP, Leader of the Labour Group in the Scottish Parliament, hosted a reception to mark the RNID-Co-operative Group partnership (RNID is their 2009 Charity of the Year), where he endorsed our campaign asks

· We will be having fringe meetings and exhibition stands at all the party conferences on our new campaign

· Responses to consultations:

Patients Rights Bill;

Health Rights Information Scotland;

NHS Highland Accessibility guidance

UK Equality Bill response 

Big Thinking (Big Lottery Fund)

Palliative Care Private Members Bill

· 16+ Learning Choices: First Step Activity and Financial Support – joint RNID and NDCS response

· Currently organising a consultation event for our members and service users on the consultation on Equipment and Adaptations

HearingConcernLINK Scotland
· HearingConcernLINK have announced their 2009 annual convention.  This will take place at Imperial  College London on 10th October 2009.  See www.HearingConcernLINK.org for more details.

· We made a joint response with SCoD to the Patients Rights Bill consultation.

· We also attended the Quarriers/Scottish Government event regarding influencing local and national policy.

· We are currently working in partnership with Artlink Edinburgh regarding access to Arts and Cultural venues for deaf people.

BDA Scotland - Addendum

As we have already previously reported we, the BDA Scotland, are delighted that one of the SYDA members is now in the process of joining the SYP as an active participant and representative from the younger members (14-25 age group) of the Deaf Community.

The BDA cannot stress how important it is that these young people have a voice on the future of their Community and indeed their Country.

On the SYP website there are the following statements: 

“The SYP started in 1999 in Edinburgh and is getting stronger every year.  We listen to young people and understand what issues are important to them and then campaign to try to make Scotland a better place for young people.”
“We are a young people’s parliament, designed by young people, led by young people…for the benefit of young people.  The SYP is totally youth-led, all of our Trustees are 25 and under.”

“If you are aged 14-25 and live in Scotland you are eligible to stand as a candidate, too. If you feel that you have what it takes to represent other young people in your area then this could be your chance.”

“The SYP’s forums are open to everyone and they’re really easy to use.”
“As part of our ongoing work, the SYP is committed to making sure that young people’s voices are heard.”

With such positive statements and high ideals this is an organisation any youth would be proud to be a member of.

Together the Articles of Association and the Memorandum of Association are the documents that govern the work of the SYP. Within the Articles of Association it clearly states:

“The Board shall ensure that the Company shall organise Scottish Youth Parliament Sittings. The Scottish Youth Parliament Sittings will not be ‘party political’ and shall aim to encourage a free expression of views and shall be open to all members.”

And specifically under section 53.4: Equal Opportunities the remit advocates: “accessibility; disability issues; gender issues; race issues; sexuality issues; any other issues which arise as a result of barriers to access”
Unfortunately many of these principles are not being adhered to – we have been informed that there are no monies available to provide access to the SYP to our culturally Deaf and BSL youth.  In fact the issue of accessibility and access are a major threat to participation.


Within the Memorandum of Association and in particular:

3.1 

The Company’s objects are to “advance the education and promote the knowledge of young persons in Scotland aged 14-25 in the social, economic, cultural and legislative systems within a parliamentary democratic framework with particular reference to Scotland and the United Kingdom.”

In furtherance of the above stated objects (but not otherwise), the Company shall have power:

3.2 

“To encourage young people within Scotland [and elsewhere] to become active citizens and full members of their communities, whether those be of place, time or interest;”

3.4 

“To consult with young people in Scotland and promote their views in furtherance of the objects;”

If a section of the community in Scotland is excluded from participation how can all these objectives be fulfilled?

Under the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) if a person finds it 'impossible or unreasonably difficult' to gain access to goods, services or facilities, then the service providers may have to change the way they provide those goods, services or facilities. 

The DDA refers to these changes as 'reasonable adjustments' and this includes changing the way a service is provided – practices, policies or procedures so by providing an additional aid or service to enable a person to access the service compliance would be met.

The BDA Scotland is not asking for an unreasonable adjustment to be made only that communication support be provided in the form of a BSL/English Interpreter so that the Youth of the Deaf Community may have access to the same rights to voice their views; access to the same information and consultation about their future as the youth of the Hearing Community.

In the words of the SYP on the home page of their website: The SYP is “an organisation committed to ensuring that the voice of Scottish Young people is listened to by all decision-makers. Everyone can get involved…we’d encourage you to take up the offer” Our culturally Deaf and BSL youth are ready to take up the offer so we ask that this issue be addressed as matter of urgency.

The next sitting is on 14th March 2009 and the SYDP are ready – is democracy?
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