CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Campaigns Update for CPGD Meeting on 12th March 2008

Scottish Council on Deafness

· Petition PE808 – SCoD’s petition was considered by the Public Petitions Committee on 4th December 2007 and they referred the petition to the Health & Sports Committee.  On 5th March 2008, the Health & Sports Committee considered whether they wished to take account of the petition in its proposed inquiry into adequacy of Scotland’s mental health strategy.

· BSL & Linguistic Access – SCoD and member organisations are heavily involved in the Scottish Government Equality Unit’s BSL & Linguistic Access Project.  The BSL & Linguistic Access Core Group and Satellite Groups had their Away Day in Dundee on 6th February 2008.  Hilary Third and Lynne Hawcroft of the Equality Unit have been invited to speak to the Cross Party Group on Deafness on 11th June 2008.

· Sensory Impairment Action Plan – The SIAP Steering Group met on 12th December 2007.  It is unlikely that this steering group will meet again.  SCoD member organisations are still concerned about the future of social work services provision to deaf and deafblind people.

· Access to Health – SCoD had a further meeting with NHS 24 about accessible health information as well as the out of hours service.  NHS 24 is now committed to produce BSL web based pages for their website and is now working on a “deaf friendly” version of their leaflet about NHS 24.

· PQs – sent Mental Health questions to 2 MSPs. Have not been submitted for answers as yet. Sent audiology questions to MSP. Have not been submitted yet.

· BSL audit – in answer to an article in The Herald on the call for an audit of the Scots language by Linda Fabiani, SCoD and SASLI sent a letter to The Herald asking for the same for BSL. SCoD asked its National Council members to write to Linda Fabiani also.

· Amendment to S3M-1205 Cathy Peattie: UN International Year of Languages – sent in proposed amendment asking for BSL to be included. No more information available.
National Deaf Children’s Society

Since our last meeting in December 2007, NDCS Scotland has been maintaining a strong campaigning presence.

Following the suggestion of our Convener, NDCS attended the Deaf Awareness session of the STUC Trade Union Week in the Scottish Parliament.  This attracted the interest of Elaine Smith MSP in the work of NDCS to assist young deaf people making the transition from school to the world of work, or further and higher education, and resulted in motion S3M-1280, which has to date attracted the cross-party support of 29 MSPs.

NDCS Scotland has also been continuing to work closely with BATOD on the issues surrounding changes to the training route for teachers of the deaf in Scotland.  We jointly had a meeting with the Scottish Government’s Additional Support for Learning Unit and gained agreement that we will review the competencies with the General Teaching Council for Scotland and COSLA, then consult our membership for their views, with a view to taking our proposed enhanced competencies back to the Government in due course for further discussion.

With the support of our Convener, NDCS Scotland also met with the Minister for Children and Young People to discuss issues surrounding the attainment of deaf pupils.  At this meeting, we pushed the need for accurate recording of the number of deaf children and pupils in Scotland (at the moment, the Scottish Government admits that it does not know either figure),  the need to monitor their attainment, and we argued that the forthcoming Early Years Strategy should give specific mention of the needs of deaf children.

Scottish Course to Train Tutors of Lipreading

SCTTL had another meeting with the Queen Margaret University (QMU) and on the outcome of that meeting, SCTTL submitted a new course handbook with updated module descriptors and hours, pencilled in weekend dates and weekend timetables.   The QMU had expressed a real interest in helping run the Audiology module on the course. 

The course is now being scrutinised by the academic board at QMU but we are hopeful it will get through it albeit with some changes needing to be made to fit in with their systems. Re funding, we have applied to NHS Education for funding for the course and are awaiting a response. The course has no ongoing funding at present and current funding will only last until May 2008 at most. It would be tragic if the lipreading course was unable to grab the opportunity of moving to QMU. We have been unable to run the course for the last 2 years due to funding issues and the number of lipreading tutors in Scotland is falling due to many tutors reaching retiral age. This is at a time when the number of people with an age related hearing loss and hearing loss in younger people is increasing.

SCTTL hopes that the course will start in September 2008.

