CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Campaigns and Activities Update for CPGD Meeting on 16/06/10

Scottish Council on Deafness (SCoD)

· BSL Bill – met with Frank McNally to discuss the consultation process
· BSL Bill – worked with Avril Hepner to promote the consultation process at the SDA AGM on 5th June
· BSL Bill – translated the consultation document which will be uploaded onto the BSL UPTAKE website
· Working with NHS 24 to improve deaf people’s access to their services and on the EDIA Working Group and also attended NHS24 PPF meeting & visited one of the NHS 24 contact centres
· Attended the Scottish Government’s Workshop on Games’ legacy, the Independent Living in Scotland Core Reference Group meeting, BSL & Linguistic Access Working Group meeting and the Census Roadshow
· Attended Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance and Transport Scotland’s Roads for All Forum meetings 
· Mailed information sheets “don’t leave me out! – being accessible to deaf people” to parliamentary candidates, MPs, MSPs, MEPs and Councillors
· Attended RNID Scotland’s and Deaf Connections’ launches of their mental health reports
· Delivered a deaf awareness talk to the Procurator Fiscal Office staff in Edinburgh
· Consultations – SCoD responded to the following:
· Eviction of Tenants in the Social 
Rented Sector
· Independent Budget Review
· Scotland’s Future:  Draft 
Referendum (Scotland) Bill

· Patient Rights (Scotland) Bill

· Ofcom – National Audit

· Self Directed Support (Scotland) Bill

· SCoD continuing research work on the social work skills audit, access to evening and leisure classes, older people and informed consent for deaf people.

· Partnership working with member organisations on the following issues:

· Older People’s Issues

· Informed Consent

· Carers

· NHS 24 - Special Notes

· Working on policy updates

· Non-lawyer will writing (Scottish Government position)
· HSE – Information (Dealing with stress at work)
·  Access to Transport

·  Safe Journey Card – First Buses

·  Stagecoach
NDCS Scotland 

· Pilot records of deaf children:  NDCS Scotland is a member of the Implementation Group working with the Scottish Government and representatives from the two pilot sites – NHS Lothian and NHS Tayside.  A project scoping paper has been produced, and we are now working with the public health consultants for the pilot sites and the National Audiology Manager to develop the online system which will capture the data.  The data collection process to begin in April 2010.  

· Additional Support for Learning for deaf children:  NDCS Scotland attended a meeting of the ASL Implementation Team Data Collection Sub Group at the Scottish Government this month, on behalf of the For Scotland’s Disabled Children (FSDC) coalition.  We also continue to sit on the Scottish Government’s task group, chaired by HMIe, which is considering the impact of the ASL act on deaf pupils in Scotland.  We led a focus group with HMIe on the needs of deaf pupils on January 21st in Edinburgh, focusing on the processes of identification, assessment, meeting needs and looking at academic and social outcomes for deaf children and young people.  The Task Group will be presenting a report to Scottish Ministers in September 2010.   

· Early Years:  Our work with the Scottish Sensory Centre to develop national guidance for multiagency professionals working with deaf children in the early years continues.  Work is ongoing to develop a DVD on developing early communication through play, and quality standards for early years services, with an accompanying self assessment Quality Rating Tool.   These will be launched at the SSC in December 2010.
· Paediatric Audiology Quality Improvement Process:  Following the publication of Scotland’s first ever quality standards for paediatric audiology in April 2009, services have been assessed since September 2009.  NDCS Scotland staff members are on the assessors team, and results will be available imminently.    NDCS Scotland continues to sit on the Audiology Quality Improvement Group (AQIG) and participated in a successful away day for assessors and Heads of Service on 27th April 2010.

· Social Care Services for deaf children:  NDCS has published research on access to social care services for deaf children and their families in England.  The results are alarming:  46% of local authorities surveyed do not employ social workers with specialist skills in working with deaf children and their families, and 60% of local authorities don’t view deaf children as ‘children in need’, despite the law clearly stating that they are.  CPG members can read the BBC coverage of our report here:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8534660.stm
· Mental Health:  NDCS is delighted to continue as a member of SCOD’s short term working group on deaf children and mental health.  Since the start of 2010, we have also had a positive meeting with the Scottish Government lead on CAMHS services and delivered a successful training course for professionals working with deaf children on our Healthy Minds resource, feedback for which has been excellent.    Along with our partners in the West of Scotland DCS, we also facilitated the participation of deaf young people in an NHS Health Scotland consultation on CAMHS indicators.  The resulting report will be published over the summer.

· Scottish Minority Deaf Children’s Society (SMDCS):  NDCS Scotland is delighted to announce the formation of our newest affiliated group.  Building on the work of our Supporting BME families of deaf children in Glasgow project, the SMDCS has now been formed by a dynamic group of parents from BME communities to provide peer support and regular opportunities for families to meet.   Whilst the majority of members currently live in the Glasgow area, the group of volunteers, who speak a number of community languages between, have big plans to reach out to families across Scotland: http://www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/support_in_your_area/local_groups/find_a_local_group/scotland/scottish_min_dcs.html 

· Family Sign Language Website launched:  NDCS is delighted to announce our new Family Sign Language website, which offers a free, fun way for families with deaf children aged 0-5 to learn basic British Sign Language (BSL) skills together and top tips on developing communication.   CPG members are invited to take a look: http://www.familysignlanguage.org.uk/
· NDCS Activities:  NDCS staff are busy preparing for the delivery of our 2010-11 programme of activities for deaf children and their parents throughout Scotland, which include an activity holiday in Helensburgh in July, two newly identified family weekends in Dundee and Edinburgh, our National Council in October, our national Family Fun Day in Dundee in August, a pre-school transitions weekend Troon in November, and a summer programme of writing and photography workshops for young people through our Who Am I project.  Further details of all events can be found on our website:  www.ndcs.org.uk  
RNID Scotland
· We launched two reports on mental health and deafness at the Royal College of Physicians, at a well-attended event, chaired by Christine Grahame MSP. We commissioned Glasgow Caledonian University to research mental health services and barriers to services and we produced a campaigns report on mental health and deafness called Unheard, Unseen which is available from: http://www.rnid.org.uk/VirtualContent/94613/The_state_of_mental_health.pdf
· We also published another report called, Are you listening? Access to health services in Scotland, available from: http://www.rnid.org.uk/VirtualContent/94613/Lipreading_report_Scotland_2010___FINAL.pdf
· We have started research about adult rehabilitation services in Scotland which follows on from the publication of the Scottish Government’s Quality Standards for Adult Hearing Rehabilitation

· We attended the SNP conference in Aviemore where we had a successful fringe meeting on lipreading. It was chaired by Christine Grahame MSP, Convener of the Health Committee and Shona Robison MSP, Public Health Minister, was our guest speaker. We also carried out hearing checks at our exhibition stand and met with the Education Secretary, Health Secretary and First Minister.

· We attended the Scottish Labour Party Conference in Glasgow where we carried out hearing checks at our exhibition stand and met with Iain Gray MSP, Gordon Brown MP, Shadow Health and Deputy Health Spokespeople and Cathie Craigie MSP.

· We are working with political parties to promote RNID Scotland’s manifesto ‘asks’ for the 2011 Scottish Parliament elections
· We are working with the Scottish Course to Train Tutors of Lipreading (SCTTL) to campaign for sustainable lipreading classes. As part of this joint work, RNID has been commissioned by SCTTL to re-run their survey of lipreading tutors with a final report due later on in the year.

· We are running a lipreading class in the Scottish Parliament for MSPs and staff on 15 June. Hosted by Christine Grahame MSP, the class itself will be taken by two qualified and registered lipreading tutors.

· We have been commissioned by the Scottish Government to develop a Scottish version of the Department of Health, England’s leaflet on How to Use Your Hearing Aid
· We submitted written evidence on the Patients Rights Bill jointly with NDCS and RNIB to the Health and Sport Committee

· We are organising a Parliamentary Reception for Deaf Awareness Week, hosted by John Park MSP with Shona Robison MSP as guest speaker

· Consultations we responded to:

· HRIS survey on website, HRIS

· Social Care procurement guidance, Scottish Government

· A strategy for self-directed support, Scottish Government

· Spring 2010 Census consultation statistical outputs, Scottish Government

· Inclusive Education and Learning Policy, NHS Education for Scotland

· We are working with the Scottish Government’s lead on Healthy Working Lives to promote deaf awareness, hearing checks, and our Noise at Work campaign.

· We met with NHS Health Scotland Translation, Interpreting and Communication Service (TICS)

· We promoted our Don’t Lose the Music campaign at Glasgow Caledonian University Health Fair 

· We will be promoting Don’t Lose the Music at the Glasgow West End Festival 

· We ran a Business Breakfast at Hampden to promote our Noise at Work Campaign and hearing checks with businesses

· We carried out loop checking events in Glasgow and Falkirk which found that 84% and 83% in both areas respectively had shops and services did not have a loop or their loops were not working.

· We attended the Federation of Small Businesses UK conference in Aberdeen where we promoted our hearing check and Noise at Work campaign. Lorraine Kelly took our hearing check.

· We are working with NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s Health at Work team to promote deaf awareness with businesses in the health board area.

· We met with NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s Equality and Diversity officer on deaf awareness issues

· We delivered a deaf awareness talk to the Central Scotland Procurator Fiscal’s Stirling office.
Scottish Sensory Centre, University of Edinburgh
1. The Scottish Sensory Centre Early Years Play sub group is fund raising to produce a DVD aimed at parents of deaf children in the 0 - 5 age group. So far we have raised £9,500 of the £23,000 we need. This project includes a web site and a DVD for parents. We have applications in to a large number of trusts and charities. This DVD will be introduced by parents and have 6 examples of parents using everyday activities at home to play and interact with their young deaf child, whether that's through sign or speech. Provided the fund raising is successful we hope the DVD will be ready by early December.  
 
2. The Scottish Sensory Centre Early Years Group Training sub group has produced draft standards for Early Years teams working in Scotland across education, health, social services and the voluntary sector. We are starting consultation now so please check the website and give us your views:
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/earlyyears/deaf/training.html
The group has wide representation from the voluntary sector, teachers of deaf children, audiologist, social worker with deaf people. We would particularly welcome comments from parents and speech and language therapists. We are hoping that the standards will be ready to be launched in early December, at the same time as the DVD.   From these standards we hope to develop training both through the SSC and if possible at postgraduate level at the University.
 
3. The Scottish Sensory Centre is producing a feasibility study for the Scottish Qualifications Authority about centrally produced signed exam papers. At present Scottish deaf students can choose to take their exams in BSL, and each centre provides an interpreted version live. The project aims to pilot Chemistry and Biology SQA using the summer 2010 diet of exams at Intermediate 1, Standard Grade and Intermediate 2 levels. To achieve this, the research group, led by Gary Quinn from Heriot Watt University and Dr Audrey Cameron will need to increase the amount of scientific vocabulary available on the SSC's science glossary web site. The group will look for further funding to provide BSL definitions of these new technical terms. This study is only a preliminary one to see if it is feasible to produce exam papers as video clips on the digital exam paper, and also to find if pupils can download their answers using a web cam. This would make their exam experience more independent and more like that of other candidates.  
3. The Nuffield Foundation funded research at Moray House School of
Education is progressing. The study leaders are Rachel O'Neill and Professor Marc Marschark, and a researcher (Martha Whiteman) joined the project in February. A steering group has been set up with representation from a range
of groups, including deaf young people. So far the research team has
devised a questionnaire for young deaf people in the 18 - 28 age
group, translating it into BSL and putting it onto a (not yet live) internet site. Next the team will pilot the online survey, and will also develop a questionnaire for parents of children who were at school during the previous Achievement of Deaf Pupils in Scotland study (2000 - 05) whose children are still at school now.  The launch date for both questionnaires is planned for September 6th 2010 and the closing date is January 31st 2011. The aim with both questionnaires will be to try to maximise participation, so we will use a range of strategies including working with organisations for deaf people, schools, internet, print and other media, to try to recruit study participants.
 
4. Rachel O'Neill from the Department of Educational Studies at Moray House is carrying out research into the qualifications and skills of support staff in Further and Higher Education in Scotland. This is an online survey. Support staff working in Scotland's colleges or universities can access the survey via their disability officer until the end of June. Working with Dr Elizabeth Mooney from Glasgow Caledonian University, Rachel will do follow up phone interviews with staff who wish to be included. Support staff can contact Rachel by email if they would like to take the survey, if they haven't found out about it from their disability officer or additional support for learning organiser. Email  rachel.oneill@ed.ac.uk then further information and a web link to the survey will be sent out. 
