CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Campaigns Update for CPGD Meeting on 10/06/09

Scottish Council on Deafness
· Mental Health – the Scottish Government’s letter to the Health & Sports Committee is still with the Minister for Health; the Scottish Government Mental Health Division is unable to divulge information on this at the moment.

· Recording information on hearing loss – the Information Services Division of NHS Scotland has not responded.

· Health – like other national deaf organisations, SCoD lobbied NHS24, NHS Health Scotland and other health organisations for accessible information about swine flu.  NHS24 has now produced and uploaded BSL video clips on their website.  Department of Health are in the process of “burning” BSL DVDs; the DVDs have to be ordered, but the contact details given were not accessible. 

SCoD has had meetings with NHS24 about access to their helpline.

· Transport – SCoD has been invited to join the “Roads For All” Forum and will attend their next meeting in June.  SCoD continues to attend SATA (Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance) meetings

· Sport – in response to lack of funding and training opportunities for deaf sports people in Scotland, SCoD and Scottish deaf sports organisations agreed at a recent seminar to set up a steering group to form plans and draft a constitution for a deaf sports umbrella body called Scottish Deaf Sports Federation.  SCoD will be responsible for administering this steering group.

· Scottish Party Political Conferences – SCoD attended the Scottish Labour Party Conference in Dundee and the Scottish Liberal Democratic Party in Perth.

· BSL Bill – SCoD worked with BDA Scotland and Kirsty Connell, Cathie Craigie’s research assistant on a draft consultation paper on BSL Bill

· Access to Democracy - a group of deaf people came to the Scottish Parliament for a guided tour with Margaret McCulloch, Cathie Craigie’s PA and BSL/English Interpreters on 7th May.  Another guided tour, this time for deafblind people, is planned for 25th June.  Four “Drop-in surgeries” were organised for the end of May and beginning of June so that deaf people could seek information and advice about the European Elections.

· Research – Freedom of Information questions were made to all the Councils in Scotland about their spending budgets on communication services for Deaf BSL users, deafened, hard of hearing and deafblind people.

· Consultations – SCoD submitted responses to the following consultations: a) Ofcom: Access and Inclusion; b) The Way Ahead – BMA; c) Draft Clinical Standards for Prevention and Treatment of CHD; d) NHS Grampian – Equality and Diversity strategy; e) NHS 24 Strategy Programme.

· Scottish Ministers’ Duty Consultation Event – SCoD organised and helped to facilitate the Scottish Government Equality Unit’s consultation on the Scottish Ministers’ Duty. This was one of three events organised in Scotland for all disabled people, including deaf people. The event was well attended by deaf people from across Scotland.

NDCS Scotland

· ASL Act – Eighteen months of intensive lobbying on the ASL Amendment Bill came to an end for NDCS Scotland on 20th May 09, when the Scottish Parliament passed the Bill at Stage 3.  During the course of the debate, as a result of our raising the needs of deaf children with MSPs, the Minister for Children & Early Years agreed to set up a working group to consider how to make sure that the additional support for learning framework is better implemented to meet deaf and deafblind children’s educational support needs.  MSPs also voted to amend the Bill to place a duty on Scottish Ministers to collect and publish more accurate data on the number of children with ASL needs in Scotland, including deaf children, which achieves one of the key objectives of the NDCS Pick a Number campaign.  Plenty of other new measures were also passed which will have a positive impact on families of deaf children in Scotland and MDCS Scotland will be working to produce publication guides to the Act as amended for parents over the summer.  NDCS Scotland will ensure that we are represented on the Scottish Government’s working group and continue to lobby around the development of a revised Code of Practice to accompany the Act.

· Edinburgh University Research on the Impact of the ASL Act on deaf pupils published:  The research, which was shared with MSPs prior to the debate on the 20th May, shows that the Additional Support for Learning Act 2004 is failing to meet the needs of all deaf children, with 26% of deaf children identified as having no form of educational support plan in place to help them achieve their potential at school. The majority of children surveyed had a severe to profound hearing loss, which makes the findings even more alarming.  Factors such as a lack of awareness among teachers about the needs of deaf children, and that many parents have little understanding of their rights within the ASL Act are identified by the research team as having an impact on deaf children accessing the school curriculum.  We hope to feed the findings of this research into the working group which the Minister committed to setting up in the Chamber yesterday.  You can access the full report, executive summary, and University of Edinburgh briefing here:  Link to CREID Briefing:  http://www.creid.ed.ac.uk/Papers/briefing18_apr09.pdf
Link to Executive Summary:  http://www.creid.ed.ac.uk/projects/ndcs/CREID_NDCS_execsummary.pdf 

Link to full report:  http://www.creid.ed.ac.uk/projects/ndcs/CREID_NDCS_finalreport.pdf
· National Management of UNHS:  NDCS Scotland briefed MSPs ahead of Cathy Jamieson MSP’s Member’s Business Debate on the RNID Hearing Matters campaign.  During the debate, MSPs raised concerns that there is to date no national yield figure of the number of children identified with a hearing loss at birth since Universal Newborn Hearing Screening tests were introduced in Scotland in 2005.  They also raised concerns about the end of school entry hearing screening tests.  NDCS Scotland continues to work with our partners on the Paediatric Audiology Services Advisory Group to develop better approaches to data collection on deaf children from the NHS.

· Quality Standards for Paediatric Audiology:  Following a consultation period on the draft Standards earlier this year, which NDCS responded to, NDCS Scotland attended the launch of the Quality Standards on the 27th April 2009.  We particularly welcome the focus on multi disciplinary working and on the timely and accessible The Standards are now being used as the basis of an audit of all paediatric audiology departments in Scotland, starting in September.  NDCS Scotland staff members are part of the audit team.

· Early Years:  NDCS is continuing our work with the Scottish Sensory Centre to work with multi-agency professionals to develop best practice guidance for the delivery of early years support for deaf children following diagnosis.  

HearingConcernLINK Scotland

· Hearing Concern LINK Scotland have recently been delivering services in Inverness to try to improve access to their services in the Scottish Highlands

· We have delivered our ‘Intensive Rehabilitation Programme’ for Deafened people from across Scotland

· We have been working in partnership with Lothian Deaf Counselling Service, delivering new 1 day programmes for people with acquired hearing loss.

· We continue to attended Local and National meetings representing people with acquired hearing loss 

Signature

Our main activities have been:

· Carrying out some research into the current status of sign languages across the world

· Investigating the funding structures for BSL and for other indigenous languages in Scotland

· Reviewing the progress of sensory awareness training for NHS Education for Scotland (NES)

· Working on a literature review of prior BSL and languages research across the UK

RNID Scotland
· We organised a very successful Parliamentary Reception during Deaf Awareness Week, hosted by Cathie Craigie MSP with Shona Robison MSP, Minister for Public Health speaking at it

· Hugh O’Donnell MSP launched our new drop-in service at the Forth Valley Sensory Centre during Deaf Awareness Week

· Iain Gray MSP helped promote our hearing check at an event in The Co-operative store in East Lothian (RNID is The Co-operative Group’s Charity of the Year 2009)

· We attended the launch of the Audiology Standards for Adults and Paediatrics.  Shona Robison MSP, Minister for Public Health, spoke at the launch.  Delia Henry, Director of RNID Scotland, is on the working group that developed the standards

· Cathy Jamieson MSP secured a Members’ Debate on our Hearing Matters campaign which took place on 14 May.  All the health spokespeople from the major parties took part in the debate and supported our campaign.  The transcript of the debate is available from: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0514-02.htm#Col17560 

· We commissioned polling of MSPs to gauge their views on our Hearing Matters campaign with 88% of MSPs supporting the view that there should be a national hearing screening programme in Scotland for over-55s.

· We had a presence at all the conferences for the major political parties with fringe meetings and exhibition stands.  The main theme we were promoting were our Hearing Matters campaign and our hearing check (available from 0844 800 3838 or www.rnid.org.uk/123) 

· We responded to the following consultations:

· Scottish Government consultation on Equipment and Adaptation 

· West Dunbartonshire Council Sensory Impairment Strategy consultation

· NHS Health Scotland consultation on Developing Partnerships Between Community and Voluntary Sector Organisations and Anticipatory Care

· Grampian Valuation Board

· Falkirk Council Care Review

· NHS 24 Strategic Programme

· We attended a consultation event on the regulation of private hearing aid dispensers by the Health Professions Council

· We ran an event with service users, members and volunteers on the Equipment and Adaptation consultation to input their views into our response

British Deaf Association (BDA) Scotland

The BDA’s Cultural day on 13th March was a great success with over 200 people attending the two sessions. There was discussion about the BSL Act; the poetry of Dot Miles performed by Paul Scott and stories from the past from members of the audience. Our thanks go to everyone involved and especially the Scottish Government for their support.

The event was so well received it is hoped that it might become an annual occurrence and the History and Culture of the Deaf Community and it’s Language will be shared by many more.

The working group lead by Cathie Craigie, her research assistant Kirsty Connell, BDA and SCoD have been working on the draft consultation papers for the proposal to lodge a BSL Bill with the Scottish Parliament.  The supporting document will be tabled at the next meeting.

On 13th May, Tessa Padden and Avril Hepner delivered the 1st day of the  Advanced BSL course for Apprentices at SASLI’s office and this training will be continued on monthly basis until May 2010. The session went well and positive feedback was received from all the participants.

Although Learn to Sign Week (LTSW) is not until October preparations are already under way.  This is a very important week for the BDA and BSL as it aims to raise the profile of the language and encourage all ages of people to get involved and learn a bit about a wonderfully rich and diverse language.

There will be specially designed web clips for Primary & Secondary Schools as well as a section for Organisations to get involved. If you think you would be able to pass on the LTSW information to Organisations and Groups would you please email our Office Manager: Diane McCabe on dianem@bda.org.uk and she will arrange for you to receive the e-pack for you to disseminate.

Scottish Youth Deaf Association (SYDA)

The first Scottish Deaf Youth Association (SDYA) AGM took place on 27th April 2009 at Deaf Connections in Glasgow. The group was established and the constitution agreed and ratified and the Committee elected. 

The SDYA are also looking forward to attending the 10th anniversary celebrations of the Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) at the Edinburgh sitting in June. This will be the first SYP event where the BDA: Scotland will be officially welcomed as members of the SYP.

We are delighted that the importance of the provision of BSL Interpreters has been recognised and the SYP has agreed to provide them for the Edinburgh Sitting; this means the SDYA representatives to the SYP will now be able to fully access all the events and start being fully involved in the Democratic process.

The group are now discussing which issues they want to tackle first and organise a campaign strategy.  The main issues they will be looking at are BSL; Climate Change and the importance of recycling; Access to services especially Interpreter provision; looking at the Health of the Deaf Community and encourage young Deaf people to take part in sports/outdoor activities; the promotion of Deaf People in a positive image and to raise awareness of their Community.

The Youth Drop-In will continue on a Friday night from 6pm to 8pm in our offices in Hope Street and all young Deaf people between 16 & 30 are welcome.

It is also hoped that a Youth Exchange between Scotland and Wales will take place over the Summer and dates will be confirmed for the next bulletin.

