CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Campaigns Update for CPGD Meeting on 11th June 2008

Scottish Council on Deafness

· Petition PE808 – SCoD’s Mental Health & Deaf People Task Group’s delegation presented evidence to the Health & Sports Committee on 4th June 2008.  They were supported by the Royal College of Psychiatrists, John Denmark Unit and RNID.
· Mental Health – SCoD launched a research paper “Making the case for specialist mental health services for deaf people in Scotland” on 8th May 2008.  Following the launch, SCoD had a meeting with the Scottish Government’s Mental Health Division on 12th May and they discussed the recommendations in the paper.  To follow up the past successful two training/network events in 2007, another RCP/Scottish Government event will be organised in October 2008.  Prior to the launch, an article about mental health issues affecting deaf/blind people entitled “An end to the silent suffering” was published in the Herald (22nd April 2008).
· Mental Health - SCoD also had a meeting with NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde’s Mental Health Partnership on 22nd May and they discussed the recommendations in particular collating information on the numbers of Deaf/deafblind/deafened people who are being treated for mental illness by their psychiatric services, in the community and in hospital.  A series of future meetings with NHS GGC has been agreed from June to September 2008.
· Access to Democracy – as part of SCoD’s “Access to Democracy” Project, plans are being made for deaf people to visit the Scottish Parliament during the “Learn to Sign” week in October 2008.
· Counselling Awareness – SCoD has been awarded funding from the Big Lottery Fund to run a two year project which is aimed to raise awareness of counselling amongst deaf and deafblind communities, helping to increase their confidence and access to counselling and improve their overall mental health and wellbeing.  It will also raise awareness amongst GPs and other health professionals of the issues faced by deaf and deafblind people when attempting to access counselling services.

· Transport – SCoD supported Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance’s campaign to retain the MACS but it was unsuccessful and MACS will be merged with PTUC (Public Transport Users Committee).  SCoD is researching taxi card schemes that are currently run in Scotland to check their accessibility to deaf people (in particular when deaf people wanted to order a taxi for home).
· Motion – SCoD drafted a motion for Cathie Craigie MSP to table in the Scottish Parliament during the Deaf Awareness Week last month (S3M-01830).
LINK
· Awareness  - LINK have given talks to numerous professional, lipreading and community groups & attended many information events this year.  LINK Scotland also held a community fundraising event in May 08.  A LINK Scotland Outreach Volunteer was interviewed by STV and broadcast during ‘deaf awareness week’ giving the perspective of a young deafened adult in Scotland.

· Services - LINK recently delivered the 2008 Edinburgh Intensive Rehabilitation Programme for deafened people & their families, in addition 2 self management courses have been delivered (Glasgow & Edinburgh).

· PACES - Promotion of Access to Communication in English in Scotland.  This project is now finished and the final report will be ready for release soon and will be made available to the BSL & LAWG.

RNID Scotland
· Mental Health – RNID Scotland gave evidence to the Health & Sports Committee in support of SCoD’s petition PE808.
SASLI

· Awareness-raising campaign - The joint SCoD/SASLI awareness-raising campaign is starting to take shape. A motion has been presented to a branch meeting of the Transport and General Workers Union and passed by the membership. The same motion will be presented to an Amicus branch meeting in June 2008 and we have already secured enough support to be confident that it will be passed.

Once passed, the motion for public bodies to use only SASLI Registered Interpreters and SASLI Registered Agencies will become union policy and the two unions will start to lobby the COSLA representatives and MSPs who are sponsored by the unions. These MSPs and local authority representatives will then bring the motion to Parliament and there will be a vote on this issue.

To supplement this, SCoD and SASLI will be asking various professional organisations to support the motion. We will be starting with the Health Professions Council (HPC), The Education Institute of Scotland, General Medical Council and the Police Force. We are hoping to meet Cath Denholm, Director Of Equalities NHS, during June 2008.

If you would like a copy of the motion, please contact the Policy Advisor at marionfletcher@hotmail.com 

· Consultation - SASLI has contributed to two consultation exercises since the last CPGD meeting:

Census 2011 Consultation

The purpose of the census is to gain information that can help plan future policy and services. The office of the Scottish Registrar are proposing to include a question about deafness, but it includes people who are Deaf, deafened and hard of hearing, so the resulting information will not be useful for either purpose, as the needs of these groups are very different. SASLI and SDA contributed to a response from SCoD, stating that the question asking about deafness should be split into two separate questions; one about hearing impairment and the other about Deafness.

www.ukcensusoutputs.net
Translation, Interpreting and Communication Support (TICS) Scotland

Through our involvement with this forum, SASLI contributed to a National Statement, which makes recommendations and sets out targets about how to develop and coordinate services for people who use languages other than English. The document (in its current form) will be circulated to COSLA, ACPOS, Crown Office and relevant Scottish Government departments for comments and then submitted for Ministerial approval around the beginning of June. When a National Coordinator is appointed, there will be a full consultation to take the work forward.

NDCS Scotland

· ToD Training:  NDCS Scotland has also been continuing to work closely with BATOD on the issues surrounding changes to the training route for teachers of the deaf in Scotland.  A number of written Parliamentary Questions have been lodged as agreed at the last CPG Deafness meeting, and we jointly had a meeting with the General Teaching Council for Scotland, which has resulted in the GTC Scotland supporting our campaign to maintain and monitor standards within the ToD profession.  We will be continuing to push for a full scale review of the ToD profession in Scotland.

· Early Years:  Underlying NDCS’s campaign on closing the attainment gap between deaf children and their hearing peers is ensuring effective multi-agency early years support.  NDCS Scotland has made a submission to the joint Scottish Government and COSLA policy paper on Early Years, and a motion has been lodged by Mary Mulligan MSP, Shadow Minister for Children and Early Years, supporting NDCS’s call for the Government’s forthcoming early years strategy to commit to producing dedicated guidance for multi-agency professionals working with deaf children and their families in the early years.  The motion has to date attracted the support of 37 cross party MSPs.

· Subtitles:  NDCS and RNID also jointly had a motion lodged congratulating the BBC on reaching the landmark of 100% subtitled programming output across its main channels, improving access to television for deaf children and young adults alike.  To date this motion has attracted the support of 50 cross party MSPs.  

Sense Scotland
· TouchBase -  Sense Scotland has been very busy with getting TouchBase, its new resource centre /café / head office / meeting spaces in Glasgow open. TouchBase houses children and adult day services for deafblind people with complex support needs. In addition, it offers accessible café, meeting rooms and arts development oppourtunities for the entire community.

· In Our Own Voices: Leaving New Craigs - Sense Scotland is busy opening a number of new services in Inverness. These services are designed to support people with complex support needs who are beginning new lives in the community following the closure of the long-stay hospital where many lived for 30 – 50 years. There is intensive staff support going into these developments. Also, the histories of the individuals with complex support needs are being collated in a two- year project funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund called  In Our Own Voices: Leaving New Craigs.

· Listen 2 Me - Coming up from 22nd to the 27th of August 2008, Sense Scotland’s Children and Family services are hosting an international conference  for deafblind and disabled people and their families called Listen 2 Me. This conference will present a unique opportunity for renowned speakers and families to share centre stage, present their ideas and knowledge while celebrating all the wonderful international work which looks at the challenges faced by deafblind people, as well celebrating their skills and talents.

