The Scottish Parliament
CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Meeting Notes of the Cross Party Group on Deafness’ Meeting 

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh 

on Wednesday 26th January 2011 at 1.00pm
PRESENT:

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Delia Henry, RNID Scotland




Shabnum Mustapha, RNID Scotland




Paul Mullan, NDCS Scotland




Drena O’Malley, Deafblind Scotland




Mandy Reid, SCoD




Lilian Lawson, SCoD & CPGD Secretariat

Also in attendance:  Frank McNally (Cathie Craigie’s Research Assistant, David Callum and his colleague, Lucy (Non Executive Bills Unit), Andrew Dewey and Carol Wylie (BSL/English Interpreters) and Linda Wilson (Notetaker)
CPGD/279
WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone to the 


Meeting, in particular Paul Mullan, Policy & Campaigns Officer, NDCS 

Scotland who was attending for the first time and also David Callum 

and his colleague, Lucy, from Non Executive Bills Unit (NEBU).

CPGD/280
APOLOGIES:  Apologies for non-attendance were received from Fiona 

Jarvis (RCSLT Scotland), John Denerley (SCoD), Jan Savage (NDCS 

Scotland), Gordon Chapman (Forum of Social Work Services Providers 

in Scotland), Doug Bradley (Signature), Avril Hepner (BDA Scotland) 

and Linda Sharkey (HearingConcernLINK Scotland).

CPGD/281
MEETING NOTES:  The Meeting Notes of the Cross Party Group on 

Deafness (CPGD) Meeting held on 15th September 2010 were 


accepted as a true and correct record.

CPGD/282
MATTERS ARISING:

282a

Ref: CPGD/275: Sensory Impairment (fourth para):  LL told the CPGD 

that she had invited Jean McLellan to speak to the CPGD on 15th 


December 2010 but she was not available on that date.  



Jean McLellan had said that she would be pleased to come and speak 

to the CPGD at a later meeting.  DH told the CPGD that she had 


spoken to Jean McLellan at a meeting prior to this meeting and she 

had indicated her willingness to attend.
282b

Ref: CPGD/275: Sensory Impairment (last para): LL asked the 


Convenor if she had written to the Scottish Minister.  The Convenor 

and Frank McNally said that they could not remember if the Scottish 

Minister had replied but they would check with Margaret McCulloch 


who had dealt with the correspondence when she returned from her 

Egyptian holiday.

CPGD/283
BSL BILL – UPDATE:  The Convenor explained that she had passed 

on the consultation responses to David Callum at NEBU and they had 

been busy looking though hundreds of responses and preparing a 


report.  She had already arranged to meet with David in the 



following week to discuss ways in which the bill could be developed 



and she added to say that she would arrange to meet with Lilian 


Lawson within the next few weeks. She then invited David to 


give an update.


David first explained the parliamentary procedure of lodging a 


formal proposal in the Scottish Parliament and getting signatures from 

at least 18 MSPs from at least half of the parties represented in the 


Scottish Parliament.
He then gave a summary update: there were 492 responses 
(this 
number might rise to 496 maximum) which was broken down as 
429 from individuals, 54 from organisations and 5 from MSPs.  

Additionally, there were two petitions with a total of 443 signatures.  
The responses were overwhelmingly positive – 98% of respondents 
(based on 422 responses) supported the Bill (a small number of those 
were in principle or in part) – the final figure would not differ 
significantly from that.



David said that he would prepare a first draft of the summary for the 



meeting with the Convenor. He also said that while assuming that there 

would be a lot of support from MSPs, he would continue develop the 

bill over the following months and have a first draft ready for 



September 2011 when the Scottish Parliament re-convenes after the 

summer recess.  The drafting work would take them until Christmas 

2011.


The Convenor asked him to confirm that there would be no 



cost to her or the CPGD for developing and drafting a full package of 

the Bill with policy and financial memoranda. David confirmed 


that was correct because the NEBU would cover the costs.  He also 

said that the BSL Bill had to be realistic and financially viable.



The Convenor thanked David for the update. He and Lucy left 


the meeting.

CPGD/284
LIPREADING CLASSES:  It was agreed to defer this item to a next 

meeting when it was hoped there would be a larger attendance.


It was also agreed that there would be two main agenda items: 


Lipreading Classes and Sensory Impairment.

CPGD/285
CPGD MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA:  The Convenor suggested that this 



item should be deferred and mentioned that she had received a 


request from Donaldson’s to join the CPGD.  She asked SM to talk 


about her experiences with two other cross party groups: autism and 

international development.  



DH also spoke about her experience with the Cross Party Group on 

Diabetes.



The Convenor spoke about the time when she, LL, Kenneth Macintosh 

and Kate MacLean had met and talked about the possibility of merging 

the Cross Party Groups on Deafness and Blindness into Cross Party 

Group on Sensory Impairment.  However it was felt that there were too 

many different needs that could not be coped with under one heading.



She spoke about the Cross Party Group on Disability and she was 


aware that some Deaf people could not see themselves as part of this 

group – so this option had been dismissed.

owevHoweve
It was agreed to defer making a decision on the membership criteria to 
a meeting in June 2011 (after the Scottish Parliament elections).
CPGD/286
AOCB:  

286a 

Dual Sensory Impairment:  DH shared her information about the 


meeting that had taken place in the morning; Shona 




Robison MSP, Minister for Health, had attended the meeting where the 

pilot projects were discussed.  DH informed the CPGD that it had been 

agreed that a joint sensory impairment strategy would be developed.  

Jean McLellan and her team would be responsible for this development 

work.


In response to the Convenor’s question, DH gave some description of 

the pilot projects that had taken place in different parts of the country, 

including the Western Isles and Argyll & Bute.  These projects were 

being evaluated and would end at the end of March 2011.



DO’M told the CPGD about Deafblind Scotland’s project involving 


optometrists and a pilot communicard which would have a telephone 

number manned by Deafblind Scotland telling people how best to 


communicate with a deafblind person.
286b

DLA:  DO’M raised her concern about the proposals to remove the DLA 

mobility component from deafblind people.  She explained that she and 

Lord Jack Ashley had lobbied the Government over 20 years ago for 

the mobility component.  She was really concerned about this unfair 

proposal.




SM told the CPGD about a joint campaign report on the proposed 


abolition of the DLA component, produced by RNID, RNIB and other 

disability charities. A briefing paper on the various proposals on DLA 

was also available.   SM would be happy to put DO’M in touch with 


other campaign groups like the Scottish Campaign on Welfare Reform.



The Convenor asked SM to circulate the information to the CPGD and 

said that she would speak to Gregg McClymont MP.

CPGD/287
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Frank McNally to circulate the date 


(March 2011) to the CPGD.
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