The Scottish Parliament

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS
Minutes of the Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Deafness

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh

on Wednesday 22nd April 2009 at 1pm

PRESENT:

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Bill Chassels(SCTTL)




Michael Davis (SCoD)




Shabnum Mustapha (RNID Scotland)




Drena O’Malley (Deafblind Scotland)




Mandy Reid (SCoD)




Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland)




Lilian Lawson (SCoD)

Also in attendance: Kirsty Connell (Cathie Craigie MSP’s Research Assistant), Lisa Stapleton and Rosie Addis (Sign Language Interpreters) and Linda Donnelly (Notetaker)

CPGD/222:
WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor first welcomed everyone to 

this day’s meeting. She then expressed her disappointment in seeing 

no other MSPs.  She reminded the CPGD members to ask their local 

MSPs to attend CPGD meetings.

CPGD/223:
APOLOGIES:  Apologies had been received from Nigel Don MSP, 


Sandra White MSP, Nanette Milne MSP, Gordon Chapman 



(FSWSPS), Doug Bradley (Signature), Linda Long (Sense Scotland), 

Carole Torrance (BATOD) and Linda Sharkey (HearingConcernLINK 

Scotland).

CPGD/224:
MINUTES:  The Minutes of the last Cross Party Group on Deafness 

(CPGD) Meeting held on 10th December 2008 were accepted as a true 

and correct record after an amendment was made, viz:



Ref: CPGD/218: Campaigns Update:  the additional wording “and the Patients’ Rights Bill” should be inserted between ....”Act” and “consultation” in the line 2 on page 3.

CPGD/225:
MATTERS ARISING:

225a

Ref: 216a; Ref: 208a; Ref: 200a: Petition PE808:  LL informed the 


CPGD that the draft Business Case had been considered by the NHS 

National Services Scotland and NHS Board Chief Executives.  She had 

emailed the Scottish Government for an update on this because the 

draft Business Case had been put forward to the Health Minister.



LL also informed the CPGD that Dr Paul Davison had resigned from 

the John Denmark Unit at the end of Match 2009, thus leaving the JDU 

with only one consultant psychiatrist.  This would impact on the 


outreach services in Scotland.  After discussion, it was agreed that a 

Parliamentary Question should be tabled.

225b

Ref: 216d: BSL Bill:  The Convenor gave an update on this matter.  


She gave details of a proposed timetable for drafting a consultation 


document and consultation on this document.



SM explained that she had recently joined the CPGD and asked for 

more information about the BSL Bill.  The Convenor said that MR had 

presented a briefing paper at the CPGD meeting in June 2008.  It was 

agreed that MR should re-circulate the briefing paper to all CPGD 


members and CPGD members should respond, giving their support by 

30th April 2009. If support given, SCoD and KC will draft a consultation 



paper to be discussed at the Cross Party Group meeting in June.



LL told the CPGD that a small working group had been set up and they 

had their first meeting in January 2009.

225c

Ref: 217: Low Incidence Disabilities:  The Convenor referred to the 


Low Incidence Disability” paper that had been written by DO’M and 


circulated to the CPGD members prior to this day’s meeting.

After discussion, it was agreed to wait and see if Nigel Don would take 
up the issues further when his researcher had completed research on 
this matter.

225d
Ref: 220: Amendment to Bill Wilson MSP’s Motion “European 


Parliament Civil Liberties Committee’s Recognition of Right to be Educated in and Speak Scots and Gaelic”:  The Convenor told the CPGD that she had tried to table an amendment but owing to the time running out, the Motion had been dropped.  However, the Convenor said that she would table the amended motion in this parliamentary session. MR agreed to provide the wording.

CPGD/226:
LIPREADING TUTORS AND CLASSES:  The Convenor invited Bill Chassels to speak to the CPGD about the issues relating to lipreading tutors and classes.  As Linda Sharkey could not attend this day’s meeting, BC gave the full PowerPoint presentation which had highlighted problems of funding, training and recruitment of tutors.  BC also spoke about lipreading classes being not well publicised, thus so many deaf people had missed their opportunities for rehabilitation and also that these classes should be funded and provided by NHS as part of an integral part of the rehabilitative process for anyone with an acquired hearing loss.   BC ended his presentation with comments from deaf people who had found lipreading classes vital to their wellbeing.


The Convenor thanked BC for the most informative presentation.  There were lots of questions and discussion.  A number of suggestions were given to BC, including inviting Shona Robison MSP,  the Minister for Health to a lipreading class, lodging an e-petition and parliamentary questions.

CPGD/227:
CAMPAIGNS UPDATE:  The Convenor referred to the Campaigns Update that had been circulated to the CPGD members prior to this day’s meeting.  



JS informed the CPGD about a recent important development 


regarding the Additional Support for Learning Bill which was that deaf 

children would have the automatic right to have their needs assessed 

in schools.  This had been approved by the Presiding Officer and the 

Stage 2 would be completed on 29th April.

CPGD/228:
AOCB:  It was agreed that the CPGD should send a letter to Linda 


Long, thanking her for her support and contribution and wishing well in 

her medical retirement.

  CPGD/229:
DATE OF NEXT CPGD MEETING:  Wednesday 10th June 2009 at 


1pm.
1

