The Scottish Parliament

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Meeting Notes of the Cross Party Group on Deafness’ Meeting

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh

on Wednesday 17th March 2010 at 1.00pm
PRESENT:

Cathie Craigie MSP




Doug Bradley, Signature




Avril Hepner, BDA Scotland




Drena O’Malley, Deafblind Scotland




Mandy Reid, SCoD




Linda Sharkey, HearingConcernLink Scotland




Carole Torrance, Scottish Sensory Centre




Lilian Lawson, SCoD

Also in attendance:  Tasnim Sharif and Maryam Imran (ISHARA PROJECT, Deaf Connections), Andrew Dewey (BSL/English Interpreter) and Linda Donnelly (Notetaker)

CPGD/254
WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone to the 


day’s Meeting.

CPGD/255
APOLOGIES:  Apologies had been received from Richard Simpson 

MSP, Bill Chassels (SCTTL), Gordon Chapman (Forum of Social Work 

Service Providers in Scotland), Delia Henry (RNID Scotland), Fiona 

Jarvis (RCSLT Scotland), Helga McGilp (SASLI), Shabnum Mustapha 

(RNID Scotland) and Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland).



The Convenor asked the members to email their local MSPs about 


CPGD meetings.

CPGD/256
MEETING NOTES: The Meeting Notes of the Cross Party Group on 

Deafness (CPGD) Meeting held on 9th December 2009 were accepted 

as a true and correct record.

CPGD/257
MATTERS ARISING:



Ref: CPGD/249: BSL Bill:  The Convenor gave a verbal update.  She 

reported that she had met with Lilian Lawson, Mandy Reid and Avril 

Hepner two weeks before today’s meeting to go over plans for the 


consultation.  It had been agreed that there would be a signed 


translation of the BSL Bill consultation document online and also some 

DVDs for presentations in places where there was no internet access.



The Convenor had been in touch with Quarriers to produce an easy to 

read version. 

The Convenor also reported that her intention had been to be ready for the formal submission on 1st September 2010, but the parliamentary rules had been changed, meaning that the submission had to be in by 1st June.  Therefore it would not be possible to meet this new deadline.  However, the consultation would still go ahead, starting on 1st June and ending in late September or early October.  The Convenor said that she would then submit the Bill to the Parliament, hopefully with the required number of signatures from supporting MSPs and if she was not elected in May 2011, another MSP could pick it up with her approval and run it through the next parliament.

The Convenor also said that the costs of printing 500 hard copies could come off her office allowance and this would cost about £240.

Lilian Lawson reported that she and Avril Hepner had discussed with the BSL UPTAKE Project at Heriot Watt University and they had agreed to film the BSL translation and put it online free of charge.  The BSL UPTAKE Project had also agreed to produce several DVD copies.



Lilian Lawson and Avril Hepner told the CPGD about their plans to 


promote the BSL Bill consultation.

CPGD/258
ISHARA PROJECT:  The Convenor welcomed Tasnim Sharif and 



Maryam Imran to the CPGD and invited them to speak about their BME 

project which was funded by the Scottish Government Equalities Unit.



Tasmin Sharif, Development Worker described the ISHARA Project 

and her role. The Project had a number of aims: 

a) To support agencies that work with BME groups and ensure that they were accessible to deaf BME people;

b) To raise awareness about deafness, different cultures and ethnic groups;

c) To support deaf BME people’s different faiths and

d) To run a club for deaf BME people every Saturday afternoon in Glasgow.

Tasnim gave some details for each of these aims.

Maryam Imran, BME Communities Mainstream Worker talked about a number of achievements that the ISHARA Project had made:

a) Full consultation with deaf BME people on “Forced Marriages” which led to a BSL resource about this issue; this resource can be seen on the Deaf Connections’ website.

b) Partnership work with SASLI about the need for BME Interpreters and training for non BME Interpreters on cultural issues.

c) Community Engagement – working with the NHS and the police. The police had already contacted ISHARA Project for advice about racial discrimination, sexual orientation, disability, etc. 

d) Partnership work with different faith and religious organisations/groups including the West of Scotland Race Equality Council.

e) Working with the Scottish Refuge Council regarding deaf asylum seekers and their language issues.

f) Working with the Shakti Women’s Aid Group. 

g) Developing training workshops.

The Convenor thanked Tasnim and Maryam for their very informative talk.  The CPGD members asked a lot of questions about funding to extend the project, BSL classes for BME people, advocacy for deaf BME people, education and employment issues.

The Convenor asked Tasnim and Maryam to keep the CPGD informed of progress and to ask the CPGD for support, whenever required.  The Convenor said that she and CPGD members would be pleased to come and visit the Asian Club one Saturday.

CPGD/259
CAMPAIGNS AND ACTIVITIES UPDATE:  It had been noted that this 

update had been circulated to the CPGD members.

CPGD/260
AOCB:  There was no other competent business.

CPGD/261
DATE OF NEXT CPGD MEETING:  Wednesday 16th June 2010 at 


2.00pm.  There had been a request to change this date because it 


clashed with the Audiology Services Advisory Group’s meeting and the 

request was turned down.
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