The Scottish Parliament

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS
Minutes of the Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Deafness 

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh 

on Wednesday 12th March 2008 at 1.00pm
PRESENT:

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Michael Davis (SCoD)




Richard Jones (BDA)




Stephen Joyce (Deafblind Scotland)




Linda Long (Sense Scotland)




Rachel O’Neill (Scottish Sensory Centre)




Mandy Reid (SCoD)




Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland)




Carol Torrance (BATOD)

Lilian Lawson (SCoD)

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Andrew Dewey and Grace Bannan (Sign Language Interpreters) and Elaine Russell (Notetaker) plus students from Moray House School of Education
CPGD/188
:APOLOGIES Bill Chassels (SCTTL), Delia Henry (RNID 


Scotland), Linda Sharkey (LINK Scotland) and Chris Ratcliffe 

(NDCS Scotland).

CPGD/189
:WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone 



to the day’s Cross Party Group on Deafness meeting, 


especially Stephen Joyce and Richard Jones who were 


attending their first Cross Party Group on Deafness meeting.

CGPD/190:MINUTES:  The Minutes of the last Cross Party Group on 


Deafness (CPGD) Meeting held on 12th December 2007 were 

accepted as a true and correct record.

CGPD/191:MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising.

CPGD/192:CAMPAIGNS UPDATE:  Lilian Lawson referred to the 


Campaigns Update which had been circulated to all members 

prior to this day’s meeting.
192a

Petition PE808:  Lilian Lawson informed the CPGD that at their 

meeting on 5th March, the Health and Sports Committee had 

considered and agreed that the need for specialist mental 


health services for deaf people in Scotland would be 



considered as part of the review of the Mental Health (Care 

and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003.
192b

Deaf Children:  Jan Savage informed the CPGD that NDCS 



Scotland had a meeting with Adam Ingram MSP on 5th 


February to discuss a number of campaigning issues including 

need for statistics on deaf children in Scotland and attainment 

rates of deaf children in education. 



Rachel O’Neill spoke about a need for a Scottish strategy for 0 

– 3 years old deaf children and also a need to monitor deaf 

children’s language development. 



Carol Torrance raised concern about the training of teachers 

of deaf children and said that she had a meeting with Dr Mike 

Gibson to discuss BATOD’s concern. 


The Convenor asked Carol Torrance to draft a parliament 


question for her to table in the Scottish Parliament.
192c

SignHealth:  Richard Jones asked Lilian Lawson to talk to the 

CPGD about SignHealth.  Lilian Lawson gave a brief 



description of SignHealth and invited the CPGD to attend 


SCoD’s National Council meeting on 20th March in Glasgow 


where Steve Powell, SignHealth Chief Executive would be 


speaking about a proposed research project entitled 



“DeafHealth”.
192d

“Low Incident Disabilities” Motion:  Stephen Joyce referred to 

the “Low Incidence Disabilities” motion that had been raised 

in the Scottish Parliament and asked what money had been 

made available to local authorities.


The Convenor said that she had no knowledge about this 


motion but she would make enquiries and report back.
CPGD/193
DIGITAL TV SWITCHOVER:  The Convenor welcomed Paul 

Hughes and John MacNeil of Digital UK to the CPGD and asked 

them to speak about the Digital TV Switchover.   



Paul Hughes and John MacNeil succinctly explained how the 

rollout programme worked and spoke about support for 


people; for 
example the Digital Switchover Help Scheme. 


They showed a DVD which was subtitled and translated in 




BSL.  



After the presentation, the CPGD raised questions about 


accessible information and advice.



Michael Davis told the CPGD that he had attended a meeting 

about Digital TV Switchover in the Scottish Borders and 


thought the presentation had been very clear and easy to 


understand. He added to say that he and other deaf people at 

the meeting had no longer had apprehensive feelings about 

the switchover.



The Convenor thanked the speakers for their presentation.

CPGD/194
BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE:  Mandy Reid was asked to brief 

the CPGD about official legal recognition for British Sign 


Language (BSL).
Mandy Reid explained that she had noted that there had been many articles in the Glasgow Herald about languages in Scotland since the start of this year and also that motions had been put to the Scottish Parliament. She suggested to Lilian Lawson about starting a discussion for legal recognition for BSL: British Sign Language in Scotland. It was started by the All Party Group on Deafness in the UK Parliament whose delegation had met with the Prime Minister in February 2008 to ask about the BSL legal recognition.
Mandy then explained that she had drafted a briefing paper which had been tabled at this day’s meeting.  She went through the briefing paper which had explained why a bill should be considered for BSL (similar to the Gaelic Act).  

The CPGD gave Mandy Reid a round of applause for her excellent briefing.

The Convenor said that she would seek advice on how a bill could be drafted and raised in the Scottish Parliament. The Convenor said that she would invite someone from the Legal Department to the next meeting.

CPGD/195
DATE OF NEXT CPGD MEETING:  Wednesday 11th June 


2008 at 1pm.

CPGD/196
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT CPGD MEETING: BSL Bill and 

BSL & Linguistic Access Road Map.
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