The Scottish Parliament
CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS
Minutes of the Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Deafness 

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh 

on Wednesday 11th June 2008 at 1pm
PRESENT:

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Nigel Don MSP




Michael Davis (SCoD)




Richard Jones (BDA)




Gaynor Kingsman (CACDP)




Helga McGilp (SASLI)




Mandy Reid (SCoD)




Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland)




Linda Sharkey (LINK Scotland)




Derek Todd (SCoD)



Carole Torrance (BATOD)




Lilian Lawson (SCoD)

Also in attendance:  Lynne Hawcroft (Scottish Government Equality Unit), Abigail Matheson (Donaldson’s), Sheena MacDonald (Heriot Watt University student), Kirsty Connell (Cathie Craigie’s Assistant), Andrew Dewey and Grace Bannan (Sign Language Interpreters) and Elaine Russell (Notetaker)

CPGD/197: APOLOGIES:  Karen Whitfield MSP, Mary Mulligan MSP, 



  Delia Henry (RNID Scotland), Linda Long (Sense Scotland), 

  Rachel O’Neill (Scottish Sensory Centre) and Drena O’Malley 


  (Deafblind Scotland).

CPGD/198: WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone 

  to the day’s Cross Party Group on Deafness meeting, 


  especially Lynne Hawcroft, Derek Todd, Abigail Matheson 


  and Sheena MacDonald.  The Convenor said that Abigail 


  Matheson was on a work placement with the Children’s 


  Commissioner.
CPGD/199: MINUTES:  The Minutes of the last Cross Party Group 


  (CPGD) on Deafness Meeting held on 12th March 2008 were 

  accepted as a true and correct record.

CPGD/200: MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising.

CPGD/201: CAMPAIGNS UPDATE:  Lilian Lawson referred to the 


  Campaigns Update which had been circulated to all members 

  prior to this day’s meeting.
200a

  Petition PE808:  Lilian Lawson informed the CPGD that on 4th 



  June 2008, SCoD was invited to present evidence to the 


  Health & Sports Committee and on 11th June, the Scottish 

  Government was invited to respond to the Health & Sports 

  Committee.  Mandy Reid had attended the latter Health & 

  Sports Committee meeting to observe and reported that the 

  meeting had been positive.  The petition was closed. The 
  

  Health & Sports Committee would keep a watch on brief on 


  developments. The Health and Sports Committee would 


  write formally to the Minister to raise the issues brought in 

  evidence and also to SCoD. It will be taken back to the 


  committee in October when the Scottish Government put 


  forward the business plan. Shona Robison, the Health 


  Minister would look into how deaf and deafblind patients’ 

     

  sensory loss could be recorded in a more simplified way. 
200b

  Transport:  The Convenor reported that the merger of MACS 

  into PTUC would go ahead and there would be three places 

  for disabled passengers in PTUC.

200c

  CACDP and BDA:  Gaynor Kingsman and Richard Jones 


  apologized for not contributing to the Campaigns Update but 

  they would contribute to future updates.

200d

  Access to Democracy:  The Convenor reported that she had 

  been in touch with MSPs trying to raise the number of tickets 

  available for deaf people’s visit to the Scottish Parliament in 

  October 2008.

200e

  NDCS Scotland:  Jan Savage stated that she should have 


  mentioned about a “Change the World” event in the Scottish 

  Parliament on 18th June in the Campaigns Update.  She 


  added to say that a few of CPGD members had been invited.
CPGD/201: BSL & LINGUISTIC ACCESS:  The Convenor invited Lynne 

  Hawcroft to speak to the CPGD about her work in relation to 

  BSL & Linguistic Access.



  Lynne Hawcroft first explained to the CPGD that as the work 

  on the “roadmap” had not quite completed she was unable 

  to talk about the roadmap.  However she was pleased to 


  come and give an overview of her work in the Scottish 


  Government’s Equality Unit.   She would also be pleased to 

  be invited back when the roadmap was published.



  Lynne Hawcroft highlighted the following: the BSL & 


  Linguistic Access Working Group, training of interpreters and 

  other language service providers, the Scottish Government’s 

  investment in the training of trainers of BSL tutors at Heriot 

  Watt University, training of lipreading tutors and need for 

  more bilingual professionals.  This would all require 



  mainstream funding.  Lynne also spoke briefly about working 

  with partners looking at the possibility of having an 



  additional route to qualifications for interpreters and the 


  successful Welsh project that produced 30 trainee 



  interpreters.  She ended by saying that the Equality Unit had 

  been working on improving links with deaf people outside 

  the BSL & Linguistic Access Working Group.


  After Lynne Hawcroft concluded her presentation, the 


  Convenor invited the CPGD to raise questions. Most of the 

  raised questions were concerned with funding issues. After 

  discussion, it was agreed that a) the Convenor and Lilian 


  Lawson (with support from Helga McGilp) would write a


  letter to the Scottish Funding Council asking for mainstream 

  funding to be made available for training of language service 

  professionals and lipreading tutors; b) lipreading courses 


  and BSL courses for deafened people and parents of deaf 


  children should be free and part of rehabilitation services 


  and c) Gaynor Kingsman and Helga McGilp would draft a 


  briefing paper on funding issues for the CPGD.


  The Convenor thanked Lynne Hawcroft for her presentation.
CPGD/202: BSL Bill:  The Convenor referred to the briefing paper that 

  had been prepared by Mandy Reid and she spoke about her 

  experience in proposing her Member’s Bill which had been 

  successful.  After discussion, it was agreed that:

a) the Convenor to table a motion of intention to propose this bill next week and
b) the Convenor and Lilian Lawson to meet in the summer to discuss what steps of action to take, including contacting the Govan Law Centre

CPGD/203: AOCB:

203a

  Visit to Donaldson’s:  The Convenor reported that the CPGD 



  had been invited to visit Donaldson’s in Linlithgow. It was 



  agreed that Lilian Lawson would email all members to see 



  who would want to go in late August.

203b

  Deaf Parenting UK:  The Convenor informed the CPGD that 



  she had been invited to become one of the ambassadors of 



  this organisation and also that she would meet Asif Iqbal on 


  18th June 2008 to find out more about this organisation.  The 

  Convenor asked Jan Savage if Asif Iqbal could be invited to 

  the “Change the World” event.

CPGD/204: DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 10th September 



  2008 at 1pm.
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