The Scottish Parliament

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS

Minutes of the Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Deafness

Held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh

On Wednesday 10th September 2008 at 1pm
PRESENT:

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Nigel Don MSP (Vice-convenor)




Michael Davis (SCoD)




Delia Henry (RNID Scotland)




Stephen Joyce (Deafblind Scotland)




Gaynor Kingsman (CACDP)




Rachel O’Neill (Scottish Sensory Centre)




Mandy Reid (SCoD)




Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland)




Linda Sharkey (LINK Scotland)




Carole Torrance (BATOD)

Also in attendance:  Lisa Stapleton and David Summersgill (Sign Language Interpreters) and Elaine Russell (Notetaker)

CPGD/205: APOLOGIES:  Nanette Milne MSP, Ken Macintosh MSP, 


  Gordon Chapman (Forum for Social Work Services Providers 

  in Scotland), Richard Jones (BDA) and Drena O’Malley 


  (Deafblind Scotland)

CPGD/206: WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone 

  to the day’s Cross Party Group on Deafness meeting.

CPGD/207: MINUTES:  The Minutes of the last Cross Party Group on 

  Deafness (CPGD) Meeting held on 11th June 2008 were 


  accepted as a true and correct record.

CPGD/208: MATTERS ARISING:  

208a

  Ref: CPGD/200a: Petition PE808:  LL informed the CPGD 



  that since the last CPGD meeting, the Health & Sports 


  Committee invited the Health Minister (Shona Robison MSP)   

  

  and officials from the Scottish Government to answer 

  questions in relating to the petition.  After this, the Health & 

 

  Sports Committee discussed and agreed to write to the 

  Scottish Government outlining the main issues to have 

 

  arisen from the evidence taken on mental health services for 

 

  deaf and deafblind people and return to the issue when the 

  

  Scottish Government has considered the forthcoming 

 

  proposal for specialist in-patient services in Scotland, which 

 

  is anticipated to be submitted in autumn 2008.  On this 

  

  basis, the Committee agreed to close the petition.

208b

  Ref: CPGD/200c:  Access to Democracy Project:  LL 



  informed the CPGD that a National Deaf Democracy Day had 

  been organised for 9th October 2008 in the Scottish 



  Parliament.  LL asked the CPGD members if they knew of 


  deaf people who would like to participate, they would have 

  to let Derek Todd know.  

208c

  Ref: 201: BSL & Linguistic Access:  MR reported that SCoD, 

  SASLI and CACDP were in the process of writing to the 


  Scottish Funding Council, asking that the training for trainers 

  for tutors of BSL and the interpreters’ course at Heriot Watt 

  are mainstreamed in terms of funding.  



  RO’N asked if deaf students’ access to funding in FE would 

  be covered in the letter.  MR said that the drafted letter 


  would only relate to the need for more language service 


  providers.  



  The Convenor asked RO’N if she would draft parliamentary 



  questions.  RO’N agreed.

208d

  BSL Bill:  The Convenor reported that she and LL had not yet 

  visited the Govan Law Centre because Mike Daley, Solicitor 

  at Govan Law Centre had been away in Cameroon where he 

  had been helping to set up an advice centre.  However the 

  Convenor had recently received an email from Mike Daley 

  saying that he would shortly be back in the UK and arrange 

  to meet her and LL.  

208e

  Ref: 203b: Deaf Parenting UK:  LL informed the CPGD that 

  SCoD had invited Sabina Iqbal, Founder/Chair of Deaf 


  Parenting UK to come and speak to SCoD members on 29th 

  October 2008.  She also said that MR had planned six open 

  meetings in the next few weeks all over Scotland and she 

  would collate deaf parenting issues that might be raised at 

  these meetings. 

CPGD/209: CAMPAIGNS UPDATE:  The Convenor referred to the 


  Campaigns Update which had been circulated to all members 

  prior to this day’s meeting.  She asked if all abbreviations 



  could be given in full first so that members could understand 

  the acronyms!

CPGD/210: AOCB: SJ asked the Convenor if the motion about low 


  incidence disabilities had been debated in the Parliament.  

  The Convenor and the Vice-Convenor said that they did not 

  think the motion had been debated.  The Convenor 



  explained that a tabled motion did not guarantee a debate.

  After discussion, it was agreed to place this issue on the 

agenda of the next CPGD meeting, SJ to draft a briefing    

paper for discussion and the Convenor to table a PQ after 

discussion.

At this point of the meeting, the Vice-convenor left the meeting.

CPGD/211:  CAMPAIGNS UPDATE (Cont’d):  The Convenor said that 



   she had found the Campaigns Update informative and 


   
 
   useful.

211a

   LINK Scotland:  LS informed the CPGD that LINK and 


   Hearing Concern would be merged at the end of this month.

211b

   NDCS Scotland:  JS told the CPGD that as part of the data  

            collection campaign, there would be a bus outside the 


   Scottish Parliament on 18th September 2008 and an email 


   had been sent to all MSPs inviting them to meet the NDCS 


   staff and members inside the bus.

211c
 
   Scottish Sensory Centre:  RO’N reported that she had a 


   group of people looking at developing a Scottish strategy 



   for multi-agency working for deaf children aged 0 to 3 



   years.



  JS said that NDCS also supported the need for development 



  of a dedicated training for professionals working with deaf 



  children in Scotland.  Mary Mulligan MSP had tabled a 



  motion supporting this issue.  NDCS Scotland also had 



  written to Adam Ingram MSP, the Minister of Children in 



  Early Years.



  The Convenor suggested that if the Minister of Children in 



  Early Years had not satisfactorily answered, the CPGD should 



  ask for a meeting with the Minister.

CPGD/212:  AOCB (Cont’d): 

212a: 
   Signed Examinations: RO’N informed the CPGD that SSC 



   had a meeting with the SQA to discuss piloting signed 


   examination papers and also that SSC had bid for funding 



   to develop a BSL Standard Science glossary.

212b:
  Text Service:  The Convenor referred to the tabled flyers    

  about the Scottish Parliament’s text service which would

  enable people to text the Scottish Parliament to get the 

  names of their MSPs, ask questions and request free leaflets.

CPGD/213:  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 10th December 



   2008 at 1pm.  It was agreed that the items for the agenda 

   would be the “Low Incidence Disabilities” and the BSL & 



   Linguistic Access Road Map (if it is launched by then).
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