The Scottish Parliament

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS
Minutes of the Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Deafness 

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh 

on Wednesday 10th June 2009 at 1pm

PRESENT:  

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Nigel Don MSP (Vice-Convenor)




Doug Bradley (Signature)




Gordon Chapman (FSWSPS)




Michael Davis (SCoD)




Marion Fletcher (SASLI)




Delia Henry (RNID Scotland)




Stephen Joyce (Deafblind Scotland)




Shabnum Mustapha (RNID Scotland)




Mandy Reid (SCoD)




Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland)




Linda Sharkey (HearingConcernLINK Scotland)




Carole Torrance (BATOD)




Lilian Lawson (SCoD)

Also in attendance:  Lisa Stapleton and Jackie Greenshields (BSL/English Interpreters) and Linda Donnelly (Notetaker)

CPGD/230
WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone to the 


meeting.  

CPGD/231
APOLOGIES:  Apologies had been received from Nanette Milne MSP, 

Ken Macintosh MSP, Sandra White MSP, Karen Whitefield MSP, Bill 

Chassels (SCTTL), Richard Jones (British Deaf Association), Linda 


Long (Sense Scotland) and Drena O’Malley (Deafblind Scotland).

CPGD/232
MINUTES:  The Minutes of the Cross Party Group on Deafness 


Meeting held on 22nd April 2009 were accepted as a true and correct 

record.

CPGD/233
BSL BILL:  The Convenor referred to the draft consultation document 

which had been tabled at today’s meeting.  She explained that it was 

the usual Scottish Parliament procedure to have a consultation 


exercise on a proposed piece of legislation.  She said that she would 

like to have the draft consultation document approved as soon as 


possible so that it could be circulated and discussed during the 


summer.



It was pointed out to the Cross Party Group on Deafness that the BSL 

Bill would look at the linguistic integrity of BSL and consultees would 

be asked questions on legal recognition and protection for BSL, access 

to information and services in BSL and teaching of BSL in schools, 


colleges and universities.

The Cross Party Group on Deafness had a long discussion.  A number 
of amendments were suggested and noted.  These included adding the  
additional comments about the support from the Scottish Government 
to date for the Diploma Course for Trainers of BSL Tutors at Heriot 
Watt University and the SASLI Apprentice Interpreter Scheme and 
removing the information about deaf people using DDA to access 
information and services while people who use other languages did not 
have to from the draft consultation document.  

It was also noted that:

a) The bill would be asking for a duty on the Scottish ministers and that all local authorities would have to put together a plan address and action the proposed Bill and have communications available in BSL. That's one of the main principles of the proposed bill. 

b) There should be mention in the document about deafblind people whose first or preferred language is BSL, needing whatever support is necessary to access BSL and this could include a range of communication support including guide/communicator, hands-on signer, deafblind manualler and deafblind Interpreter.

c) Removing duties on educational provision from the face of the proposed Bill would help to facilitate progression through the Parliament without diluting the Bill’s prime objective of securing the linguistic integrity of BSL.

d) A consultation plan has to be drawn up before the consultation starts.

e) There would be a BSL version of the consultation document and Cumbernauld College had expressed interest in making this version.

f) CPGD’s funds could be used to cover the costs of circulating the document and DVDs, thought it was suggested that the document could be circulated as widely as possible via email.  The video could be uploaded to the SCoD website.

g) BDA would be involved with consultation meetings with Deaf people around the country.

h) SCoD would look at how responses could be collated and analysed.

i) For translation in community languages, it was suggested that Deaf Connections’ ISHARA Project and NDCS could help.

j) The Scottish Government’s Equality Unit was aware that the CPGD was discussing the BSL Bill.

The Convenor asked the CPGD to email their comments on the draft consultation document to SCoD by Wednesday 17th June so that a final draft could be prepared for approval by 24th June.

CPGD/234
DATE OF NEXT CPGD MEETING:  Wednesday 9th September 2009 

at 1pm.

CPGD/235
CLOSURE:  The Convenor moved the meeting to a close at 2.15pm.
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