The Scottish Parliament

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS
Meeting Notes of the Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Deafness

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh

on Wednesday 9th December 2009 at 1.10pm

PRESENT:

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Nigel Don MSP (Vice Convenor)




Doug Bradley (Signature)




Gordon Chapman (FSWSPS)




Delia Henry (RNID Scotland)




Fiona Jarvis (RCSLT Scotland)




Helga McGilp (SASLI)




Drena O’Malley (Deafblind Scotland)




Shabnum Mustapha (RNID Scotland)




Rachel O’Neill (Scottish Sensory Centre)




Mandy Reid (SCoD)




Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland)




Linda Sharkey (HearingConcernLink Scotland)




Lilian Lawson (SCoD)

Also in attendance: Frank McNally (Cathie Craigie’s Research Assistant), Tessa Padden and Bob Duncan (BSL UPTAKE), Andrew Dewey and Linda Duncan (BSL/English Interpreters) and Deloris Cowan (Notetaker).

CPGD/244
WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone to 

the day’s Meeting and gave an apology to a late start due to 


some members having travel difficulties.

CPGD/245
APOLOGIES:  An apology had been received from Richard 


Jones (British Deaf Association).

CPGD/246
MINUTES:  The Minutes of the Cross Party Group on Deafness 

(CPGD) Meeting held on 9th September 2009 were accepted as 

a true and correct record.

CPGD/247
MATTERS ARISING:  



Ref: CPGD/240b: Local Authorities Funding:  In response to 


LL’s query, DH replied that the first intern had left and round one 

of the Single Outcome Agreements had been read. Another 


intern had been recruited to look at the next round of SOAs. DH 

assured the CPGD that they would receive a copy of this 


report when it was completed.

CPGD/248
ONLINE INTERPRETING SERVICES:  The Convenor thanked GC to step in and give a presentation on online interpreting services as Lynne Hawcroft who was supposed to give a presentation on the BSL & Linguistic Access Roadmap had to pull out due to illness.


GC gave a PowerPoint presentation, which explained why Deaf Connections had commissioned a pilot, short-term project, which was funded by the Scottish Government’s Equality Unit.  He shared the pilot project’s findings, which showed positive feedback from both Deaf people and BSL/English Interpreters.  He also spoke about how he had tried to persuade local authorities and health boards to fund this service. To date, one local authority is using this service so that deaf people can access their council services.  GC mentioned that NHS 24 also used this technology for its Breathing Space. GC mentioned the NHS GG&C want to test this technology in a medical setting and want other HBs to take part.

GC told the CPGD about an Ofcom research report into deaf relay services, which showed that Text Relay was becoming less popular, and other relay options including the online services should be explored.  He also said that in USA, the video relay service was subsidised.  He would email LL the Ofcom Research Report for distribution to the CPGD.


GC concluded his presentation with a plea that there should be funding for a national three year long trial in Scotland.


The Convenor thanked GC for his interesting presentation. She and the Vice-Convenor asked GC several questions about the online interpreting service.  LS asked if this service would be suitable for lipreading and GC said that it would be possible to lipread people on the screen.  DH said that RNID had run a similar pilot a few years ago but had to abandon it due to technology and other difficulties. She asked about interpreters and GC said that Deaf Connections would not be able to provide the service nationally and therefore to run this national service, SASLI would have to come in and its members from all over the country could be used to provide their services online.


GC was asked about the Prime Minister’s Media Advisor proposing a 50p levy from each telephone user towards the cost of broadband services. GC said he would suggest 52p; 2p towards the online interpreting services’ costs!  However the CPGD was advised that the Conservatives had already rejected and there had been rumours that they would abolish Ofcom!


The Convenor thanked GC again for the presentation and she said she would consider tabling a Parliamentary Question in the Scottish Parliament.  

CPGD/249
BSL BILL:  The Convenor referred to the ninth draft consultation document, which had been circulated to the CPGD members prior to this meeting.  The CPGD agreed to approve the draft and also that the Convenor would see the Non-Executive Bills Unit about when this consultation could start.  


LL thanked JS for amending the consultation question no 3 and drafting the consultation question no 4.  The Convenor thanked MR for all her hard work in drafting the consultation document.

CPGD/250
CAMPAIGNS AND ACTIVITIES UPDATE:  The Convenor referred to the Campaigns and Activities Update, which had been circulated to members of the CPGD prior to the day’s Meeting.

250a
SCoD:  LL told the CPGD how successful the National Conversation Event with the Deputy First Minister had been.  The Convenor said she had been delighted to read that over 100 deaf people had attended.


The Convenor spoke about her tabling parliamentary questions on census questions and added to say that she was not satisfied with the answers; so she would table secondary questions.  She said it was important to get the census questions right.  MR to send the next question to her.
250b
Deafblind Scotland:  DO’M informed the CPGD about the motion debate on travel concession for deafblind people and their guides or companions in the Scottish Parliament on 19th November.  The motion was signed by 53 MSPs but the motion was not carried. The Vice-Convenor told the CPGD that the Minister is now aware of the issue, where he wasn’t before and he should be given the opportunity to think about it.

The Vice-Convenor told the CPGD that he had written to rail companies in Scotland but had not had a reply from them yet.

CPGD/251
AOCB:


BSL UPTAKE:  Bob Duncan and Tessa Padden informed the CPGD that they had provided a BSL translation of the Equality Duty consultation paper and questions which could be seen on the BSL UPTAKE website. They had also provided a DVD BSL version.  They asked the CPGD members to share this information with their members.  


MR advised the CPGD that she had asked the Scottish Government to extend the deadline for responses from 15th January to 29th January, giving Deaf people more time to consult and prepare their responses.

CPGD/252
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The Convenor said that a next meeting would be held in March 2010.  LL to inform the members when a meeting room was booked.

CPGD/253
CLOSURE:  The Convenor moved the meeting to a closure and wished everyone a Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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