The Scottish Parliament

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON DEAFNESS
Minutes of the Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Deafness 

held in the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh 

on Wednesday 9th September 2009 at 1pm

PRESENT:  

Cathie Craigie MSP (Convenor)




Nigel Don MSP (Vice-Convenor)




Nanette Milne MSP




Michael Davis (SCoD)




Delia Henry (RNID Scotland)




Helga McGilp (SASLI)




Rachel O’Neill (Scottish Sensory Centre)




Mandy Reid (SCoD)




Jan Savage (NDCS Scotland)




Linda Sharkey (HearingConcernLINK Scotland)




Carole Sowton (BATOD)




Simon Wilkinson-Blake (BDA)




Lilian Lawson (SCoD)

Also in attendance:  Fiona Jarvis (Royal College of Speech & Language Therapists Scotland), Bob Duncan (BSL UPTAKE), Lisa Stapleton and Andrew Dewey (BSL/English Interpreters) and Brenda Holliday (Notetaker).

CPGD/236
WELCOME REMARKS:  The Convenor welcomed everyone to the 


day’s Meeting, including the two observers, Fiona Jarvis and Bob 


Duncan.

CPGD/237
APOLOGIES:  Apologies had been received from Doug Bradley 


(Signature), Drena O’Malley (Deafblind Scotland), Gordon Chapman 

(Forum of Social Work Services Providers in Scotland), Bill Chassels 

(SCTTL) and Shabnum Mustapha (RNID Scotland).

CPGD/238
MINUTES:  The Minutes of the Cross Party Group on Deafness 


(CPGD) Meeting held on 10th June 2009 were accepted as a true and 

correct record.

CPGD/239
BSL BILL:  The Convenor referred to the fourth draft of the 



consultation document which had been circulated to members of the 

CPGD prior to the day’s Meeting.  



The CPGD had a discussion and made a number of suggestions as 

follows:

a) There should be more information about the constitutional changes in Finland and New Zealand in the document;

b) There should be information about the other countries whose sign languages were included in their education acts;

c) There should be an additional question about statutory access to sign language classes for parents of Deaf children;
d) In the third question on page 5, there should be provision for BSL to be taught to deaf children at pre-school level as well as at primary and secondary level.

e) In the same question as above, the word “taught” in the line three should read “acquire”.

Some members of the CPGD sought clarification regarding the consultation exercise and legislative process.

At the end of discussion, the CPGD agreed to accept the fourth draft consultation document with amendments to the question 3 and an additional question regarding BSL classes for parents and families of deaf children.  Jan Savage agreed to draft the amended third question and the fourth question.

The Convenor stated that she would speak to the Scottish Parliament Bills Unit about her intention to introduce a Member’s Bill and she also said that she might find out if the Scottish Government would take it up and introduce a Bill.

CPGD/240
CAMPAIGNS UPDATE:  The Convenor referred to the Campaigns 


Update which had been circulated to members of the CPGD prior to 

the day’s Meeting.

240a

Scottish Sensory Centre:  Rachel O’Neill explained why she did not 

contribute to the Campaigns Update because the Scottish Sensory 


Centre was not allowed to undertake campaigning work.  She had 


asked the CPGD if we could change the Update’s title to “Campaigns 

and Activities Update” – this was agreed.



Rachel O’Neill then updated the CPGD that the SSC had set up 



working groups on “Early Years with Deaf Children”; one of which was 

to produce a DVD which would be available in community languages, 

BSL and subtitles and another group had been looking at ways of 


working with Queen Margaret University to develop a post graduate 

certificate course for speech and language therapists, teachers of Deaf 

children, audiologists and social workers.



Rachel O’Neill informed the CPGD that the SSC had been successful 

in securing a grant of £143,000 from the Nuffield Foundation to 


continue to investigate deaf children who had been surveyed in 


Scotland between 2000 and 2004 for the Achievements of Deaf Pupils 

in Scotland Project.

240b

Local Authorities Funding:  Nigel Don informed the CPGD that he 

had used an intern to do some research on how services to deafblind 

people were funded and he asked if CPGD members had some 


information on the funding to share.



Delia Henry said that RNID Scotland had also had an intern to look at 

and write a report on Single Outcome Agreements.  Delia Henry said 

she would be happy to share the report when published. 



Lilian Lawson told the CPGD that SCoD had carried out FoI research 

on local authorities and health boards’ funding on communication 


services and the report would shortly be ready for distribution.  She 


also informed the CPGD that the Forum of Social Work Service 


Providers in Scotland and BASW were organising a summit on social 

work services in October and this was being funded by the Scottish 


Government.  SCoD had been asked to carry out an audit on social 

work services provision to deaf and deafblind people in Scotland and 

the audit information would be used at the summit.

240c

Register of Deaf Children:  Jan Savage referred to NDCS’ Pick a 

Number campaign and said that NHS Lothian was piloting a local 



register of deaf children and this had been authorised by the National 
Audiology Services Manager, Angela Bonomy.

240d

National Conversation Event:  Lilian Lawson reported that a number 

of deaf people had attended one of the Scottish Government’s national 

conversation events in Glasgow on 1st September and they had a 


private and brief meeting with Nicola Sturgeon MSP afterwards. To 


follow this up, arrangements were being made to organise another 


national conversation event this time specifically for deaf people in 


November 2009.  Lilian Lawson said that she would inform the CPGD 

members when and where this was taking place.

CPGD/241
CPGD MEMBERSHIP:  The CPGD received and discussed a request 

from the Royal College of Speech & Language Therapists Scotland to 

join the CPGD.  It was agreed that the request was granted.



Jan Savage asked the CPGD if the Scottish Government Equality Unit 

should be invited to attend as observer.  After some discussion, the 

convenor stated that it was not appropriate for the Equality Unit to 


attend every meeting as they can access the minutes from the website, 

but that an invitation would be extended if there was something specific 

they could contribute.



It was agreed to invite the Equality Unit to come and speak to the 


CPGD about the Road Map at a next meeting.  

CPGD/242
DATE OF NEXT CPGD MEETING:  It was originally planned to have 

the next meeting on Wednesday 9th December but the CPGD agreed 

to the Convenor’s suggestion that there should be a longer meeting for 

the Equality Unit’s presentation on the Road Map. This might mean a 

change of date and time – the Convenor and Lilian Lawson to 


organise.

CPGD/243
CLOSURE:  The Convenor moved the meeting to a close at 2pm.
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